Present:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BARTON-LE-CLAY PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON
MONDAY 9" SEPTEMBER 2019
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HEXTON ROAD, BARTON-LE-CLAY AT 7.30PM

Councillors Mr L Davison-Williams (Chair), Mrs B Thomas (Vice-Chair), Mr J Paxton, Mrs G
Gardner, Mr A Channon, Mr J Roberts, Mrs V Jones, Mr N Day and Mr K Taylor

In attendance: Mrs C Callen (Clerk), Mrs S Cowie (Assistant Clerk) & Central Bedfordshire Councillor Shingler

Minutes: Mrs C Callen

19/188 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillor Mr J Selley.

19/189  SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none.

19190 CO-OPTION OF MR KEVIN TAYLOR & SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF OFFICE
Councillor Davison-Williams asked whether Mr Taylor wished to be co-opted to the Parish Council.
Mr Taylor confirmed his acceptance. Councillor Davison-Williams PROPOSED that Mr Kevin Taylor
be co-opted Councillor for Barton-le-Clay Parish Council, this was SECONDED by Councillor
Thomas and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. The newly co-opted Councillor Taylor then signed the
Declaration of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk, Mrs C Callen. Councillor Taylor joined the
meeting and was welcomed by the Chairman.

19/191 POLICE REPORTS

191.1 To acknowledge receipt of Crime Statistics for June & July 2019
The Crime statistics for June 2019, taken from Police.uk website, were acknowledged. A total of 26
crimes were reported. The categories included: 4 x antisocial behaviour, 6 x violence/sexual offence,
6 x burglary, 5 x vehicle crime, 3 x criminal damage, 1 public order and 1 x other theft.
The Crime statistics for July 2019, taken from Police.uk website, were acknowledged. A total of 24
crimes were reported. The categories included: 6 x antisocial behaviour, 5 x violence/sexual offence,
4 x burglary, 3 x vehicle crime, 3 x criminal damage, 1 public order and 2 x other theft.
Councillors Thomas and Gardner attended the Community Policing Priority Setting meeting on 3™
September. The Priorities for the next quarter were agreed as HGV in rural villages and speeding.
It was requested that the Clerk writes to the Chief Constable to acknowledge the Council's
appreciation of PC Konopka'’s attendance in the Village.

191.2 To acknowledge receipt of the Bedfordshire Police & Crime Commissioners monthly
newsletters
The newsletter for August was acknowledged.

19/192 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
No members of the public were present.

19/193 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE WARD COUNCILLOR REPORT.

193.1 Councillor Shingler advised that he would be attending the Development Management Committee at
Central Bedfordshire Council on 11" September when the planning applications for Maple House,
Nicholls Close and the M1-A6 Link Road would be discussed.
He advised that there was still no date available for when the update on the Local Plan will be
provided.
The prospective developers are holding a public consultation in the Village on 4™ October about their
plans, if approved in the Local Plan. Council Shingler had declined to engage with them as he felt it
was too premature to meet.
There were no further questions for Councillor Shingler.
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Councillor Shingler left at 7.43pm.

19/194
1941

194.2

194.3

194.4

PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Planning Committee not included within agenda

The planning application for a new dwelling at the site to the rear of Maple House, Nicholls Close has
been referred to the Development Management Committee for discussion on 11™ September 2019.
Following Turley Associates/Taylor Wimpy Briefing on 2" September, the maps presented at the
meeting are available to view in the Parish Office. A public exhibition will be held on 4™ October. This
will be discussed further at the next Planning Committee meeting.

Update on planning applications refused/granted
A list of planning application decisions was circulated to members prior to the meeting. This was duly
noted. A copy is provided within the minutes.

Update on Enforcement Notices
Enforcement cases have been opened as follows:

¢ 126 Manor Road — alleged non-compliance with pp CB/19/00470/FULL re dormer size —
investigation has been undertaken and case now closed as no breach of planning control has
been identified.

e 81 Osborn Road — alleged non-compliance with details on pp CB/18/02327/FULL for
extensions to the property. This has now been investigated and no breach of planning control
has been identified and the case has been closed.

e Flat 1, The Old Bakery, Bedford Road — Unauthorised display of advertisement
(hairdressers) — 14 days given to remove sign. Sign is still in situ and the enforcement officer
has requested a formal interview with the owner to resolve or they will be fined.

e Arnold Academy, Hexton Road — Failure to comply with Condition 2 (Bund drainage) and 3
(Planting and Landscaping) of 18/04269. Resident has raised a complaint as no works have
been completed following the removal of the Bund. This is to be investigated.

To consider new planning applications or delegate authority to respond to committee:
CB/19/01941/FULL, 68 Osborn Road: Single storey rear & two storey side extension & loft
conversion with rear facing dormer

Councillor Gardner PROPOSED the following objection, SECONDED by Councillor Roberts and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

- OBJECT: The Parish Council has raised concerns over the size of the proposed extension and
believes it to be over-development of the site.

CB/19/02139/FULL, 21 Manor Farm Close: Erection of single storey rear extension
- No Comments

CB/19/01598/FULL, Maple House, Nicholls Close: 2 New 2 Bed Semi-detached Bungalows with
associated parking

- To be discussed at the Development Management Committee on 4t September 2019. Objection
previously submitted.

CB/19/02178/FULL, 53 Sharpenhoe Road: Enlargement of flat roof dormer window with internal
alterations & addition of roof lights
- No Comments

CB/19/00887/FULL, M1 Junction 11a to A6 Barton Road Sundon Chalton Streatley: Construction
of a new single and dual carriageway 2.75 miles road linking the M1 and the A6 (amended)

- To be discussed at the Development Management Committee on 11" September 2019. Objection
previously submitted.

CB/TCA/19/00369, 4 Church Road — Works to trees in a Conservation Area: T1 Purple Plum —
Reduce to reshape, T2: Acacia — Reduce to previous reduction points, thin remainder & lift crown
over hedge to balance

- No Comment
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19/195
1956.1

195.2

195.3

19/196

196.1

196.2

196.3

196.4

CB/TRE/19/00371, 14 Bedford Road — Works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order: T1 —
Silver Birch — Crown Lift to provide 3 meters clearance from ground level, ensuring NOT to remove
any primary limbs and cuts on the main stem. The lift will be made up by removing secondary growth.
- No Comment

CB/19/02376/FULL, 137 Norman Road — First floor rear & single storey side extension and rear
conservatory
- No Comment

CB/19/02231/FULL, 11 Meadhook Drive — Demolition of existing conservatory and the erection of
proposed extension and remodelling of the ground floor to form new lounge, dining area and
extended kitchen

- No Comment

CB/19/02507/VOC, New House, Rectory Farm, Hexton Road — Variation of Condition 4 to planning
permission CB/17/02788/FULL. Remove drawing 2016-878-02F and replace with 2016-878-02G
Councillor Gardner PROPOSED the following objection, SECONDED by Councillor Roberts and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

- OBJECT: The Parish Council has raised concerns that the proposed changes are not in keeping
with an agricultural style building that is situated within an Area of Natural Beauty.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS

To receive and approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8" July 2019

The minutes of Full Council held on 8" July 2019 were previously circulated to members. Councillor
Davison-Williams PROPOSED the receipt and approval of the minutes. This was SECONDED by
Councillor Thomas and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To receive and approve the minutes of the Extra-ordinary Council meeting held on 22" July
2019

The minutes of the Extra-ordinary Council meeting held on 22" July 2019 were previously circulated
to members. Councillor Davison-Williams PROPQOSED the receipt and approval of the minutes. This
was SECONDED by Councillor Thomas and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

Matters arising outside of committee reports/updates
Councillor Roberts asked about the progress with the Neighbourhood Plan. Councillor Davison-
Williams stated that the Local Plan needs to be finalised before this can be completed.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements as deemed appropriate by the Chairman

Councillor Davison-Williams thanked the staff and councillors for their support with the Horticultural
Show, which was successfully held on 7o September.

To acknowledge receipt of invitation to attend the Festival of Remembrance at Bedford Corn
Exchange on 2" November

An invitation has been received to attend the Festival of Remembrance on 2" November at Bedford
Corn Exchange. Councillors were requested to advise the Clerk if they are interested in attending.

To approve delegates to attend Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils Annual
General Meeting on 17" October 2019

An invitation has been received to attend the BATPC AGM on 17" October at 7.30pm at Cople
Village Hall. Councillors were requested to advise the Clerk if they are interested in attending.

To consider/approve delegates to attend planning training session at Priory House,
Chicksands

Following several requests from the Clerk, Central Bedfordshire Council are now hosting 3 training
sessions on planning to be held on: Thursday 19" September, Wednesday 25" September and
Monday 30" September. All sessions will be held at Priory House, Chicksands from 6pm - 9pm.
Councillors Day and Davison-Williams agreed to attend.
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19/197
1971

19/198
198.1

198.2

198.3

198.4

198.5

198.6

To confirm all Councillors have submitted their online Declaration of Interest forms
There are still a couple of Councillors who are not showing as having completed their Declaration of
Interest Forms. The Clerk is to re-send the link to ensure these are actioned promptly.

CONCLUSION OF AUDIT FOR YEAR ENDED 315" MARCH 2019

To acknowledge the completion of the Audit for the year ended 31% March 2019, including
External Auditor’s Certificate, and to consider and approve any actions detailed in the report
on Minor Scope for Improvement in 2019/20

Completion of the Audit was acknowledged.

Councillor Davison-Williams congratulated the Clerk on completing her first annual audit with only
minor scope for improvement comments, one of which was completed incorrectly by the Internal
Auditor, one was missing a ‘not applicable’ in the box and the third was not using the standard pro-
forma for the bank reconciliation, albeit the correct information was all provided in a similar format. No
further actions required.

POLICIES & RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Policies & Resources Committee not included within agenda —
The Parish Notice Board in Norman Road has been refurbished by the Part-Time Groundsman.
Councillors were pleased with the work undertaken and agreed it looked much improved.

To acknowledge Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils Autumn/Winter Training
programme and approve delegate(s) and costs for any training required
Councillor Davison-Williams PROPOSED approval for Councillor Taylor to attend the New Councillor

Induction training on 3™ October at a cost of £30. This was SECONDED by Councillor Gardner and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To approve the Council’s insurance premium for 2019/20

The Council’s Insurance is due for renewal as at 30" September. The policy was agreed for a three
year long-term agreement last year which expires on 30/09/2021. Councillor Davison-Williams
PROPOSED the renewal with an insurance premium of £4432.34, SECONDED by Councillor
Roberts and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To approve membership renewal to Campaign to Protect Rural England
Councillor Davison-Williams PROPOSED the renewal premium of £36, SECONDED by Councillor
Thomas and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To consider and approve costs for Fibre Broadband provision for Parish Office

The current contract for BT Broadband used for the Office PC's is due to end in October. In order to
support the upgrade in IT that has already been discussed and quoted for, the Parish Council require
Fibre Broadband. BT are unable to provide this without costing ¢.£300pm. Virgin Media can provide
the service for a one off £50 installation cost and then £45pm. The current BT Broadband and
obsolete fax phone line are currently costing £55 pm. Councillor Davison-Williams PROPOSED
approval of the costs for Virgin Media Fibre Broadband totalling £50 installation and £45 per month,
and the cancellation of the current BT fax line and Broadband, SECONDED by Councillor Day and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To consider and approve cost for Making Tax Digital software on the Rialtas Suite Payments
system

Due to the changes in legislation, the process for submitting VAT Returns is changing. For Parish
Council’s, these changes come into effect in October. RBS Software requires an upgrade and an
annual fee of £59 + VAT to run the software now required. Councillor Channon PROPOSED approval
of the upgrade and annual fee of £569 + VAT, SECONDED by Councillor Paxton and UNANIMOUSLY
CARRIED.
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19/199
199.1

199.2

199.3

199.4

199.5

199.6

199.7

19/200
200.1

BURIAL GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Burial Grounds committee not included within agenda -
information only

The Assistant Clerk attended a Cemetery Management Course on 3" September. Several actions

were recommended which will be reviewed and discussed at Committee in due course.

To acknowledge churchyard and burial ground inspections
The inspections undertaken on 10", 25" July & 6™, 21 August were acknowledged.

To acknowledge the War Memorial inspection
The inspections undertaken on 10", 25™ July & 6™, 21%' August were acknowledged.

To consider request from non-resident for ashes interment in Barton Burial Ground
A request has been received from non-residents for the burial of 2 sets of ashes in the Burial Ground.

The couple lived in Barton from 1963 until 1977 and their wish was to be buried in Barton, overlooked
by the Barton Hills where they used to regularly walk. Following discussion, Councillor Channon
PROPOSED permission be granted for a new double ashes plot to be purchased, with fees at the
non-residents rate (5 times normal rate). This was SECONDED by Councillor Paxton and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

Update on headstones in St Nicholas Churchyard
Nevilles Memorial Masons attended site on 1% August to re-set the Chandler headstone.

Unfortunately during the works the stone cracked into 3 pieces. Nevilles have laid the stone down, no
fees have been charged. Revd Johnson is writing to the Diocese to update them regarding the faculty
previously granted.

To consider/approve quotation from Cemetery Development Services to undertake survey,
topple testing and recording of all headstones in the Churchyard
This item was deferred to the next Committee meeting for discussion.

To consider request from UK Power Networks to carry out works in the burial ground
UK Power Networks are planning to replace the electricity poles on the perimeter of the burial

ground, and have requested access to the burial ground extension field. In addition, Ground Control
Limited, working on behalf of UK Power Networks, have requested approval to carry out tree works
on the burial ground boundary and within the burial ground. Following discussion, Councillor
Channon PROPOSED access to be granted, SECONDED by Councillor Paxton and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

HIGHWAYS & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Highways & Environment committee not included within agenda
- information only

The Wanderbus Co-ordinator provided an update in July regarding the bus service to Hitchin.

Provision has been extended until the end of September. It was agreed the way forward to be
discussed at next Committee meeting.

Traffic Calming works in Hexton Road have now been completed and appear to be working well.
Some concern was raised regarding the narrowing of the road to allow for the widening of the
footpath but now that the white-lines have been applied there does not seem to be an issue. The
widening of the footpath is very helpful. Payment of the Parish Council contribution for the works was
previously approved and paid following satisfactory completion. An email of thanks has been
received from a resident of Hexton Road.

The Chilterns Walking Festival is running from 5" to 20" October, including two walks around the
Barton Hills on 18" & 20" October. A copy of the schedule is available in the Parish Office.
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200.2

200.3

200.4

19/201
2011

201.2

201.3

To acknowledge the Bus Shelter inspections
The bus shelter inspections of 19", 30" July, 12" August and 3™ September were acknowledged.
Everything was in order and the shelters have been re-painted over the summer.

To consider and approve way forward following receipt of land surveyor report regarding
ownership of land behind Simpkins Drive

The report from the Land surveyor has been received, clarifying the land ownership at the rear of
Simpkins Drive. The Quote from Reynolds Landscaping for the works was approved previously by
Full Council at £750 + VAT and is still valid. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED approval to instruct
Reynolds Landscaping to undertake the tree clearance, SECONDED by Councillor Roberts and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To consider and approve the cost for tree cutting outside 12 Grange Road

A cherry tree was highlighted in March as overhanging the residents property and it was agreed that
the Council would arrange for quotes to raise the canopy in September. Two quotes were obtained.
Councillor Paxton PROPOSED approval to instruct Reynolds Landscaping to undertake the tree
cutting at a cost of £90 plus VAT, SECONDED by Councillor Roberts and UNANIMOUSLY
CARRIED.

LEISURE COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Leisure Committee not included within agenda - information
only

Councillor Thomas and the Clerk met with representatives from the Village Hall Committee on 5"
September to look at the plans for the Heritage garden. They confirmed the hedgerow to be planted
later in the year from the Woodland Trust grant and the gates proposed for the entrance by the
hedge. They also discussed access to the site. The Village Hall Committee are meeting on 11"
September and will provide an update on their thoughts thereafter. The tree stump in the entrance to
the area is to be ground out shortly.

Councillor Day confirmed that he would speak to his contact regarding the potential landscaping in
the Heritage garden.

Councillor Gardner provided an update regarding the Horticultural Show which was held on 7%
September. She expressed her thanks to the Assistant Clerk for all her work over the past 12 months
in preparing for the show. She also thanked everyone who gave up their time and helped on the day,
including both the Clerk and Assistant Clerk, and for the great team working seen to help make the
show a success. A meeting will be held to review the feedback later in the month.

To acknowledge weekly Playground and Fitness Equipment Inspections

The Arnold Recreation Ground playground inspections were acknowledged. Everything was in order
following the replacement of the wobble board. The Pod swing installation works are planned for 12"
September.

The Fitness Equipment inspections were acknowledged. Everything was in order.
The Norman Road play area inspections were acknowledged. Everything was in order.

To receive the minutes of the Horticultural Show sub-committee held on 20" August 2019 and

to consider and ratify any recommendations contained therein

A copy of the minutes was previously circulated to members. Councillor Thomas PROPOSED
approval and ratification of the minutes of the meeting held on 20" August, SECONDED by
Councillor Gardner and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.
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201.4

19/202
2021

202.2

202.3

202.4

19/203
203.1

19/204
204.1

19/205
205.1

Retrospective approval of cost to remove tree stump at entrance to the new Heritage Garden,
allotment site

To enable the new gates and fencing to be installed at the entrance to the new green space/heritage
garden it is necessary to remove a tree stump which would cause a trip hazard. Councillor Thomas
PROPOSED retrospective approval of the cost from Jempson Tree Services for £60.00 to remove
the tree stump and remove arisings from site, SECONDED by Councillor Channon and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

SPORTS FIELD COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Sports Field committee not included within agenda, information
only

The football season has now started, with the usual teams from Barton Rovers, Barton Rovers Youth
and the Jolly Topers Football Clubs utilising the pitches.

To retrospectively approve additional payment for repairs to toilets at the Pavilion

Work to replace 12 of the toilet fill and flush valves was completed but unfortunately the disabled
toilet plus two other toilets were missed. The cost to replace these 3 toilets flush and fill valves was
quoted at £404.00 + Vat. The Chair of the committee confirmed this work could be undertaken at the
same time as the heater repairs to save further call out costs. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED
retrospective approval of the additional costs. This was SECONDED by Councillor Thomas and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To retrospectively approve the costs to install goal sockets on Pitch 6 at the Sports Field
The two Groundsmen have installed the mini goal posts on Pitch 6. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED
retrospective approval of the cost for 4 bags of Postcrete for the works totalling £22.40. This was
SECONDED by Councillor Roberts and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To retrospectively approve the cost to replace the anodes in the Water Heaters

Following the unsuccessful repair of boiler number 3, it was recommended that the anodes in boilers
1 and 2 should be replaced as they are at the end of their life. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED
retrospectively approve of the cost to replace the sacrificial anodes and clean out mud traps to two
water heaters at £1,346.37 + Vat by SMRHS, SECONDED by Councillor Thomas and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

To receive and consider Balance Sheet, Income & Expenditure Account, Creditors & Debtors
Reports

The monthly financial reports for July and August month end were received by members.

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

To consider/approve payment of accounts as listed within the schedule or added at the
meeting

The payments for August and September were provided to members. Councillor Davison-Williams
PROPOSED retrospective approval of the payments for August and approval of the payments for
September. This was SECONDED by Councillor Thomas and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

TIME ALLOCATION FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Dates available for committee/sub-committee meetings —

16™ September — Horticultural Show Sub-committee and Burial Ground Committee - to be held in the
Parish office, start time 7.30pm.

23" September — Planning, Highways & Environment and Pay & Personnel - to be held in the Parish
office, start time 7.30pm.

30" September — Policies & Resources Committee - to be held in the Parish office, start time 7.30pm.
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19/206 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
206.1 To acknowledge receipt of the Allotment & Leisure Gardener magazine, Issue 3 -
acknowledged.

206.2 To acknowledge receipt of the CPRE Bedfordshire Matters, Issue 63 Summer Edition -
acknowledged.

206.3 To acknowledge receipt of the CPRE Countryside Voice Summer Edition - acknowledged.

206.4 To acknowledge receipt of the Chiltern Society magazine, Issue 233 Autumn Edition -
acknowledged.

206.5 To acknowledge receipt of the Rural Services Network Monthly bulletin, August & September
editions - acknowledged.

206.6 To acknowledge receipt of the Rural Services Network Weekly Bulletin of 9", 16™, 23" 30™"
July, 6", 13" 20", 28" August and 3™ September - acknowledged.

206.7 To acknowledge receipt of the National Association of Local Council Chief Executive’s
Bulletin of 2", 9™, 16", 23" and 30™ August - acknowledged.

206.8 To acknowledge receipt of the National Association of Local Council monthly newsletter —
Acknowledged.

206.9 To acknowledge receipt of the Bedfordshire Bugle, September Edition — Acknowledged.
206.10  To acknowledge receipt of the Barton Educational Trust Annual Report 2019 — Acknowledged.

19/207 ITEMS OF AN URGENT NATURE OR FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA
There were none.

The meeting closed at 9.43 pm

I certify these minutes are a true and correct record of the Parish Council meeting held on 9" September
2019

Dated this the 14" October 2019

COUNCILLOR L DAVISON-WILLIAMS
CHAIRMAN
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