Present:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BARTON-LE-CLAY PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 10" NOVEMBER 2025
AT THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.28 PM

Councillors J Paxton (Chairman), K Qureshi, W Rudd, S Laycock, J Selley, A Tebb, B Thomas
and A Vale

In attendance: C Callen (Clerk), S Cowie (Assistant Clerk) and Central Bedfordshire Ward Councillor E Childs

Minutes:

S Cowie

Following the news that Councillor Gill Gardner has sadly passed away after a short iliness, a silence was held
in her memory. Councillor Gardner had been a Parish Councillor for over 20 years, dedicating significant time to
the community, planning consultations and the development of the Neighbourhood Plan for the village. She will
be much missed. Details of her funeral were shared.

25/258

25/259

25/260
260.1

25/261

25/262
262.1

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors J Mikkelson, A Fletcher and Central Bedfordshire Ward
Councillor A French.

SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members were reminded of the procedures regarding declaration of interests. There were none.

POLICE REPORTS

To acknowledge receipt of Crime Statistics for September 2025

The Crime statistics for September 2025 were acknowledged. There were 14 offences recorded: 5 still
under investigation, 2 where investigation complete, no suspect identified and 7 which have no further
details. The categories included - 7 antisocial behaviour, 3 violence & sexual offences, 1 vehicle crime,
2 criminal damage & arson and 1 shoplifting.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no members of the public present.

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE WARD COUNCILLOR REPORT

Councillor Childs thanked the Parish Council for organising the Remembrance Sunday service and
inviting her to attend. She congratulated the bugler who performed The Last Post so well and
commented that it was good to see so many young people, attending the service. A brief summary of
the residents’ issues she has been working on over the past month included:

o Complaints received regarding bonfires on land at Sharpenhoe Road

o Enforcement of parking on the yellow zigzags on Manor Road

o Meeting with the Head Teacher at Ramsey Manor Lower School to discuss Central Bedfordshire
Council School Street Scheme.

o Following the news that speed cameras have been installed by the Police at Wixams, she has
written to the Police to ask why Barton, given the continued issues of speeding on the A6, has not
been included in the scheme.

e Has commissioned pocket cards to encourage people to sign up to the ‘Road Safety Starts At
School’ campaign to bring road safety to the school curriculum. Cards are available at the Parish
Office.

Ward Councillors Childs and French will join the Parish Council at their Councillor Surgery session on
22" November 10am-12 noon at the library.

Clir E Childs left the meeting at 7.49pm
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PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Planning Committee not included within agenda — information
only

The Neighbourhood Plan has now been reviewed by the External Examiner and once the
amendments required are completed, the Plan can go to Referendum. There needs to be 56 days
between publishing the Examiners Report and the Referendum, so the Group are liaising with Central
Bedfordshire Council regarding dates in the New Year.

The suggested street names for the new Taylor Wimpey development have been submitted to
Central Bedfordshire Council, as agreed.

Update on planning applications refused/granted
A list of application decisions was circulated to members prior to the meeting. This was noted.

Update on Enforcement Notices — There were none.

To consider new planning applications or delegate authority to respond to committee:
CB/25/02872/FULL, 53 Washbrook Close: Front and side single storey extension
No comments

CB/TCA/25/00482, The Old Bakery, Bedford Road: Works to Trees within a Conservation Area:
Remove Ash Tree

SUPPORT - the application to remove the tree due to a long history of damage to drains and
surfacing caused by roots. They furthermore support the Tree Officers decision regarding the
application. Councillor Selley PROPOSED the approval, SECONDED by Councillor Rudd and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

CB/25/03199/FULL, 67 Osborn Road: Erection of a single storey side extension, new parapet
coping stone, new roller shutter, new door and rooflights

OBJECT - Previous application was declined by Central Bedfordshire Council. Similarly, this
application is overdevelopment of the site which has insufficient parking provision and poor visibility
onto the road. Councillor Qureshi PROPOSED the objection, SECONDED by Councillor Thomas
and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS

To receive and approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13t October 2025

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13" October 2025 were circulated to members prior
to the meeting. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED the receipt and approval of the minutes. This was
SECONDED by Councillor Selley with 6 in favour and 2 abstentions.

Matters arising outside of committee reports/updates - There were none.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements as deemed appropriate by the Chairman

Barton Helping Hands held their 25 year Anniversary afternoon tea celebration at the Village Hall on
18" October, which was attended by volunteers and beneficiaries, both past and present. BRCC
presented them with a certificate of achievement to mark the milestone event. The Clerk attended on
behalf of the Parish Council.

The Councillors Surgery is being held on 22" November 10-12 noon at the library. The Office will
provide all the necessary material.

Councillor Paxton thanked the Assistant Clerk for organising the Remembrance Service, the Full
Time Grounds Facilities Person for maintaining the War Memorial area and all staff for assisting on
the day. The event ran smoothly with no issues and was very well attended. After the service at the
War Memorial, Councillors Paxton and Thomas attended the service at St Nicholas Church.
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Members were reminded that a 2-minute silence will be held at the War Memorial on Tuesday 11t
November at 11am to mark Remembrance Day.

To remind Chairs of Committees to discuss their Budgets for 2026/27 with the Clerk during
November, ahead of the annual Precept process
Committee chairs were asked to arrange a meeting with the Clerk to discuss their committee budgets.

POLICIES & RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Policies & Resources Committee not included within agenda -
information only

A meeting with Barton Rovers FC to discuss the draft Heads of Terms has been arranged for 11t
November. In addition, the second telecoms mast solicitors have served 28-day notice to the Parish
Council and Barton Rovers FC Trustees to complete the long-outstanding lease. It is hoped that this
can be extended so that the main lease can be completed.

Following issues with Cawleys regarding non-collection of waste, the Clerk has now received a
refund for the missed collections in July. As requested, quotes are being obtained from other skip
companies. BIFFA have provided a quote for a general waste skip, but they would insist on different
containers for green waste and hazardous waste (dog waste), which would add to the cost. Their
recycling carts are a similar price to Cawleys, but they would empty bi-weekly rather than every
28days, which again would increase the cost. Further quotes from other companies will be sought for
further consideration.

Peninsula have provided their reports following the recent H&S visit. The Clerk will now work through
the recommended actions required.

To receive the minutes of the Policies and Resources Committee meeting held on 20t October
2025 and to consider and ratify any recommendations contained therein

The minutes were circulated to members prior to the meeting. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED the
receipt and ratification of the minutes of the meeting held on 20" October 2025, SECONDED by
Councillor Selly and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To approve the Small Grants for 2025/26

The following Councillors declared non-pecuniary interests. Councillor Vale as a member of staff at
Arnold Academy, Councillor Paxton as a parent of a pupil at Arnold Academy and Councillor Tebb as
a member of Blooming Barton.

Following discussion, Councillor Paxton PROPOSED approval of the Grant allocations for 2025/26,
as listed in the Policies & Resources Committee meeting minutes of 20" October totalling £3,445.44.
Councillor Selley SECONDED the proposal, and it was UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To retrospectively approve the cost to purchase a step ladder

Councillor Paxton PROPOSED retrospective approval of the purchase of a step ladder at a cost of
£286.63 + VAT from Ladders.co.uk. Councillor Vale SECONDED the proposal, and it was
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

To acknowledge Central Bedfordshire Council’s consultation on Community Governance
Review and consider any response

Central Bedfordshire Council launched the second part of the Community Governance Review
Consultation on 3@ November 2025. The consultation runs until 26" January 2026. Whilst there are
no proposed changes to the Parish boundary it is suggested that the number of Parish Councillors be
reduced from 13 to 9. There was considerable discussion regarding the proposed changes, and the
following objections were raised.

e The proposal does not acknowledge the growth in the village from additional housing
(development east of the village)
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e The Parish Council meets monthly for Full Council meetings. In addition, committee meetings are
held (7 committees) on subsequent weeks as well as Working Group meetings.

o The Parish Council offers a large range of facilities, managed by the individual committees and
the proposal would add to already high workloads and commitments.

e On occasion, committees have struggled to be quorate. If councillor numbers were lower, this
would be a regular problem.

e It would put additional pressure on a lower number of councillors, and they would have to attend
all committee meetings and may find it overwhelming.

e Reduction in councillors will impact the spread of views for the community.

¢ The Parish Council has representatives for local groups and Working Parties. It is unlikely that
this could continue if there were fewer councillors.

e The village is due to have a 3g pitch provision in the future. This will require significant work by
the Parish Council and fewer councillors will hamper the ability to bring the project forward.

o They also act as volunteers at local events such as Remembrance Sunday and other national
events, monthly Community Café and attend regular Police Priority Setting meetings to highlight
any Policing issues within the village.

e The reduction in councillor numbers would significantly impact the day to day running of the
Parish Council and the facilities that it provides for the village.

e Parish Councillors are unpaid volunteers so it is unclear why this proposal has been put forward
as it will not offer any cost savings.

e Lower numbers of councillors will lead to more regular elections as more residents, than positions
available, will stand. This will result in an increase in local election costs.

Councillors were asked to submit their individual response online. The Clerk will submit on behalf of
the Parish Council. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED the objection, as above, SECONDED by
Councillor Tebb and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

BURIAL GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Burial Grounds committee not included within agenda -
information only

As discussed earlier in the meeting, the Remembrance Sunday service went ahead on 9" November.
The event was well attended and ran with no issues.

To acknowledge the Burial Ground, Churchyard and War Memorial inspections

The inspections undertaken at the Burial Ground, Churchyard and War Memorial on 20" October and
3" November were acknowledged. In the Burial Ground and Churchyard, the hedges were noted as
need cutting, and waste bins were emptied. At the War Memorial fallen leaves were noted as need
clearing. This was actioned and everything else was in order.

HIGHWAYS & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Highways & Environment committee not included within agenda
- information only

Following discussion at the last Committee meeting (25/200), the Clerk has obtained a quote for
replacing the Village Gates on Hexton Road with wood-effect white material. This will be discussed
further at the next Committee meeting. In the meantime, materials have been purchased for the
Rangers to repaint some of the Village Gates, where necessary.

It is understood that the proposed speed humps planned for Hexton Road are now not going ahead.
The speed camera is going to be refurbished instead.

The power outages impacting the centre of the village is being investigated by UK Power Networks.

To acknowledge the Bus Shelters inspections
The bus shelter inspection of 3 November was acknowledged. Everything was in order, and the bus
shelters were washed.

Full Council Meeting — 10" November 2025 Page 4



25/269
269.1

269.2

25/270
270.1

270.2

25/271
2711

25/272
2721

LEISURE COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Leisure Committee not included within agenda — information only
On 20" October Sovereign Play returned to the Recreation Ground to inspect the 2 pedestrian gates
for the play area. They recommend that Council consider replacing the green gate, (Old Road
entrance) and have provided a quote to replace. This item will be discussed at the next committee
meeting.

On 27t October the new rope net for the multi-play unit in Norman Road Play area was fitted.

The Parish Ranger cut back overgrowth from the hedge in the Norman Road play area on 29t
October.

The information sign at the Play Area, Recreation Ground was pulled off of its posts on 29" October
— repaired by the Ranger on the day.

The new bench which has been sponsored by a resident was installed in the Recreation Ground on
5" November.

To acknowledge weekly Playground and Fitness Equipment Inspections

The Arnold Recreation Ground playground, Fitness Equipment and Norman Road play area
inspections for the 20™, 27" October and 3 November were acknowledged. In the Norman Road
Play Area, fraying on the scramble net was noted and this was replaced on 27" October. The body
twist fitness equipment was noted, and will be removed as soon as possible, everything was in order
in Arnold Recreation Ground.

SPORTS FIELD COMMITTEE REPORT/UPDATE

Matters arising from previous Sports Field committee not included within agenda - information
only

The annual Fireworks event at Barton Rovers FC was held on 71" November. All paperwork was
provided ahead of the event, and no issues were reported.

The complaint from the Bowls Club (via their landlord) regarding the cutting back of the hedge on
their land by a neighbour was acknowledged. A second incident had been reported by the landlord
and both incidents have been reported to the Police as criminal matter. They have requested the
Parish Council takes suitable action as the landowners.

New padlocks for the gates have been purchased and installed. Hirers have been advised the
arrangements for access and in case of emergency. It was noted that dog walkers are still allowing
their pet off lead on the sports pitches. The Parish Rangers are engaging with dog walkers to remind
them of the rules and public order offence relating to dogs off lead and dog fouling.

To receive the minutes of the Sports Field Committee meeting held on 27t October 2025 and
to consider and ratify any recommendations contained therein

The minutes were circulated to members prior to the meeting. Councillor Selley PROPOSED the
receipt and ratification of the minutes of the meeting held on 27" October 2025, SECONDED by
Councillor Tebb and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

To receive and consider Balance Sheet, Income & Expenditure Account, Creditors & Debtors
Reports for month 7

The monthly financial reports for October month-end were received by members. No issues were
raised.

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
To consider and approve payment of accounts for November as listed within the schedule or
added at the meeting
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The payments schedule for November was provided to members prior to the meeting. Invoices were
verified by the Clerk and Councillors Vale and Mikkelson. Councillor Paxton PROPOSED approval of
the payments for November, totalling £49,983.25 SECONDED by Councillor Vale and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

TIME ALLOCATION FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Dates available for committee/sub-committee meetings —

17" November — Highways & Planning Committees

24" November -Leisure, Burial Ground & Sports Field Committees

18t December — Pay & Personnel & Policies & Resources Committees

ITEMS OF AN URGENT NATURE OR FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA
There was none.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm

| certify these minutes are a true and correct record of the Parish Council meeting held on 10" November

2025

Dated this the 8t December 2025

COUNCILLOR J PAXTON
CHAIRMAN
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PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

November 2025
MUTIPLE

FOLIO PAYEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VAT DUE TOTAL | ACC.No. | INv. | ¢HQ

No No.

TOTAL

25/0333 | Everflow Water Supply (07/12/2025-06/01/2026) £ 134.46 | £ - £ 134.46 SPLIT DD
25/0404 | Everflow Water Supply (07/10/2025) Credit Note -£ 346.89 | £ - -£ 346.89 SPLIT DD
25/0405 | Everflow Water Supply (07/10/2025-06/11/2026) -£ 8785 | £ - -£ 87.85 SPLIT DD
25/0406 | Everflow Water Supply (07/11/2025) Adjmt £ 22283 | £ - £ 22283 SPLIT DD
25/0407 | Everflow Water Supply (07/11/2025-06/12/2026) £ 168.53 | £ - £ 168.53 SPLIT DD
25/0334 | Central Bedfordshire Council | Business Rates - Office (Nov) £ 34400 | £ - £ 344.00 4136 DD
25/0335 | Central Bedfordshire Council | Business Rates - Sports Pavilion (Nov) £ 489.00 | £ - £ 489.00 4811 DD
25/0336 | Peninsula Business Services | H&S Support Services - Nov £ 115.18 | £ 2175 | £ 136.93 4151 DD
25/0337 | Peninsula Business Services | Employee Assistance Programme - Nov £ 56.25 | £ 11.25 | £ 67.50 4151 DD
25/0338 | Cawleys Skip Emptying - Allots (Oct) £ 278.44 | £ 55.69 | £ 334.13 4134 FP
25/0339 | EDF Energy E;‘jﬁg/‘g'éy) - Parish office (01/10/25- £ 103.80 | £ 519 | £  108.99 4135 DD
25/0340 | British Gas Lite Gas supply Pavilion (01/10/25-31/10/25) £ 101.88 | £ 5,09 | £ 106.97 4812 DD
25/0341 | British Gas E;‘jﬁg/‘gg)”pp'y Pavilion (01/10/25- £ 156.74 | £ 783 | £ 16457 4806 DD
25/0342 | Puzzle Technology Ltd [TN%‘\‘IPPO” maintenance, Backup, licences | o 19252 | £ 3850 | £ 231.02 4142 DD
25/0343 | Puzzle Technology Ltd Phone system monthly charge - Nov £ 44.72 £ 894 | £ 53.66 4105 DD
25/0344 | Virginmedia Fibre Broadband Office - November £ 47.33 £ 947 | £ 56.80 4105 DD
25/0345 | Copybox Document Systems | Photocopier Usage Oct 2025 £ 120.72 | £ 2414 | £ 144.86 4111 DD
25/0346 | NEST Pension payments Mth 7 £ 147723 | £ - £ 1,477.23 526 DD
25/0347 | HM Rev & Customs Mth 7 PAYE £ 78066 | £ - £ 780.66 525
25/0348 | HM Rev & Customs Mth 7 Nat. Emp'ee NI Contribution £ 48884 | £ - £ 488.84 525
25/0349 | HM Rev & Customs Mth 7 Nat. Emp'er NI Contribution £ 1,465.38 | £ - £ 1,465.38 525 | £2,734.88 FP
25/0350 | S Cowie November Salary Salary Salary 4001 FP
25/0351 | C Callen November Salary Salary Salary 4000 FP
25/0352 | J Fitzgerald November Salary Salary Salary 4003 FP
25/0353 | K Small November Salary Salary Salary 4004 FP
25/0354 | S McConville November Salary Salary Salary 4004 FP
25/0355 | J Pope November Salary Salary Salary 4002 FP
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25/0356 | S Jennings November Salary Salary Salary 4002 FP
25/0357 | P Horton November Salary Salary Salary 4002 FP
TOTAL SALARIES £ 10,911.18 | £ - £10,911.18
25/0372 | J Fitzgerald Oct Mileage 154 miles @ 45p £ 69.30 £ - £ 69.30 4107 FP
25/0373 | J Pope Oct Mileage 40 miles @ 45p £ 18.00 £ - £ 18.00 4107 FP
25/0374 | S Jennings Oct Mileage 95 miles @ 45p £ 42.75 £ - £ 42.75 4107 FP
25/0375 | P Horton Oct Mileage 47 miles @ 45p £ 21.15 £ - £ 21.15 4107 FP
25/0376 | J Fitzgerald Woodstain paint for benches £ 3399 | £ 6.80 | £ 40.79 4140 FP
25/0377 | S Cowie Flu Vaccine £ 10.80 £ - £ 10.80 4191/328 FP
25/0378 | C&H Barton Flu Vaccine - Clerk £ 24.99 £ - £ 24,99 4191/328 DCard
25/0379 | H Beckett Plants for Community Garden £ 18352 | £ - £ 183.52 4610/365 FP
25/0380 | Amazon UK Cable ties £ 12.49 £ 250 | £ 14.99 4140 Dcard
25/0381 | Amazon UK Bin Lock keys £ 542 | £ 1.08 | £ 6.50 4140 DCard
25/0382 | Ladders.co.uk/Austen Grp Safety Step Ladder £ 286.63 | £ 5733 | £ 343.96 4191/328 DCard
25/0383 | Screwfix Direct Ltd Paint & brushes for maintenance work £ 71.52 £ 1431 | £ 85.83 4140 DCard
25/0384 geyr?o'ds Landscapes Grass Cutting October 25 £ 39312 | £ 7863 |£ 47175 SPLIT FP
ervices Ltd
25/0385 | N Granger Grounds Grass Cutting 14/10 £ 45493 | £ 9100 |£ 54593 SPLIT FP
aintenance
25/0386 | KC Horner Hedge cutting Sports Field £ 185.00 | £ 37.00 | £ 222.00 4813 FP
25/0387 | Herts FullStop Stationery £ 139.30 | £ 2786 | £ 167.16 4113 FP
25/0388 | Barton Village Hall Hall Hire October £ 42.00 £ - £ 42.00 4112 FP
25/0389 | SJB Electrical Services Replace defib cabinet at Village Hall £ 206.90 | £ 4138 | £ 248.28 4152 FP
25/0390 ggﬁi;?/t'ona' Allotment Annual Membership £ 7000 | £ 1400 |£  84.00 4108 FP
25/0391 | Roy Hawkins Rod & Investigate unmarked grave plots £ 150.00 | £ 30.00 | £ 180.00 4311 FP
25/0392 | Glasdon UK Ltd Memorial Bench for Arnold Rec £ 733.16 | £ 14663 | £ 879.79 4656 FP
25/0393 | Community Heatbeat Trust Annual Defib Support £ 135.00 | £ 27.00 | £ 162.00 4152 FP
25/0394 | Lamps & Tubes llluminations | Storage of Xmas Lights June-Oct25 £ 37760 | £ 7552 | £ 453.12 4160 FP
25/0395 | Fenland Leisure Products 55&';‘;‘2’2?“ net &parts forNormanRd | o 64300 | £ 12860 | £ 771.60 4654 FP
25/0396 | SMRHS Ltd Boiler Service £ 54400 | £ 108.80 | £ 652.80 4815 FP
25/0397 | P&R Property Client Ac Quarterly Rent - Office & Garage £ 2,250.00 | £ - £ 2,250.00 4137 FP
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25/0398 | Parish Online/Geoxphere Annual Mapping software £ 216.00 | £ 4320 | £ 259.20 4108 FP
25/0399 | Wellers Law Group Legal Fees re BRFC Lease £ 595.00 | £ 119.00 | £ 714.00 4191/320 FP
25/0400 | J Pope Screwfix padlocks for Gates £ 50.82 £ 10.16 | £ 60.98 4140 FP
25/0401 | R Mazzaschi Allotment Deposit refund £ 50.00 | £ - £ 50.00 515 FP
25/0358 | Barton Helping Hands Small Grant Allocation £ 22094 | £ - £ 22094 4121 FP
25/0359 | Barton Bowling Club Small Grant Allocation £ 375.00 | £ - £ 375.00 4121 FP
25/0360 | Barton Rovers FC Small Grant Allocation £ 375.00 | £ - £ 375.00 4121 FP
25/0361 | Barton Carpet Bowls Small Grant Allocation £ 200.00 | £ - £ 200.00 4121 FP
25/0362 | 1st Barton Rangers Small Grant Allocation £ 17450 | £ - £ 174.50 4121 FP
25/0363 | Unity Hall Small Grant Allocation £ 300.00 | £ - £ 300.00 4121 FP
25/0364 | Blooming Barton Small Grant Allocation £ 200.00 | £ - £ 200.00 4121 FP
25/0365 | Noahs Ark At St Nicholas Small Grant Allocation £ 50.00 | £ - £ 50.00 4121 FP
25/0366 | Barton Kids Club Small Grant Allocation £ 300.00 | £ - £ 300.00 4121 FP
25/0367 | Barton Pre-School Small Grant Allocation £ 150.00 | £ - £ 150.00 4121 FP
25/0368 | Arnold Academy PTA Small Grant Allocation £ 200.00 | £ - £ 200.00 4121 FP
25/0369 | Arnold Academy Small Grant Allocation £ 50.00 | £ - £ 50.00 4121 7575
25/0370 | Royal British Legion Small Grant Allocation £ 100.00 | £ - £ 100.00 4325 7574
25/0371 | Wanderbus Ltd Small Grant Allocation £ 750.00 | £ - £ 750.00 4121 FP
25/0402 | SumUp Card Payments Card Transaction Fees Oct 2025 £ 782 | £ - £ 7.82 4181 CARD
25/0403 | TSB Bank Transfer from Savings £ 20,000.00 | £ - £ 20,000.00 n/a TF
TOTAL NOVEMBER 2025 PAYMENTS £ 48,734.60 | £ 1,248.65 | £ 49,983.25
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