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Executive Summary

This Green Infrastructure (Gl) Plan has been developed to suppdattertie-Clay

Neighbourhood Plan, providing information on the environment of the parish and future aspirations.
In doing thisit will help ensure that future development, facilities and services identified as
important to the parish are located in the right places and are of a high quality.

A Gl Plan seeks to identify the blueprint for developing a healthy and diverse environment for people
and wildlife. It works on the basis of a mdlinctional, interconnected network of spaces, routes

and corridors, both publicly accessible and privalée process of developing a Gl Plan is a
consultative one, providing opportunities for local people to help shape the Plan by providing
information on what they value, how they use the local environment, what they feel the main
problems and challengeseaand what potential solutions might be.
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Action Plan to facilitate future action and enhancement. The four themes are listed below with the
headline findings and issues for each:

Landscape:

The landscape of Bartde-Clay parish is dominated by the steep chalk escarpment of the North
Chilterns chalk. It provides a backdrop to the village, valuable habitats and recreational
opportunities. The village itself sits in the fatter clay vale atftiot of the escarpment.

The escarpment provides key viewpoints for stunning panoramic views across the village, clay vale

and beyond. While the A6 dual carriageway cuts through the escarpment, it also provides dramatic

views. People value these views highly, including viewstbeevillage itself. This landscape is

recognised as being of national importance, with the escarpment and plateau to the south within

GKS / KAfGSNYya WbradAaz2ylt [FYyRaAOFLISQ 6F2NN¥SNI e {y?
vale providing impdant context.
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value in the landscape, and where they are observed from. Policy recommendations for landscape

have been developed to help protect these views, settlemeaniiy and distinctiveness; the village

YT S St Q-leChy comeldhrdugh strongly and is important to protect as it grows. Treatment of
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identity, the tting of the village against the Chiltern hills and within the wider vale (including the

setting of Wrest Park to the north).

Biodiversity:

The chalk escarpment includes the Barton Hills National Nature Reserve (NNR), a nationally

important site for its flowetrich chalk grassland and chalk springs. There are also several locally
AYLRNIFyYyG W 2dzyie 2 Af Rt A Tdverdith ittSestoEuseat Alingthel KS Y I 2 2
chalk escarpment. The chalk springs and associated streams are also very important. There are less

than 300 chalk streams on the planet, of which just over 220 are in eastern and southern England.

While the Barton Byok and other waterbodies are not currently officially recognised as chalk



streams, work is ongoing to do this, and their importance for the unique habitats they create is very
high.

The main threats to biodiversity in the parish are gaentialimpacts ofclimate change (which it

could be argued are already manifestig)d recreational impacts. Although the steep slopes of the
Chilterns escarpment have an impact on the number of people able to access Barton Hills and other
sites, there are still significant numbers of visitors creating impactsnate changéas the

potential to impact chalk streams and other habitatg.through increased temperatures in

particular. In orderda make habitats more resilient to these challenges, they need to be better
connected and larger, allowing species to move more freely and providing more space to help
manage recreational pressures. The opportunity to link up with the adjacent Hextoe Esthe

east, now owned by Natural England, is a major opportunity to do this.

The distribution of places where people can visit to experience the natural world within the parish is
also an important factor with the majority of interest focused on the slopes and plateaus of the
Chiltern hills. While these are very close to the seuthedge of the village, there is little of interest

to the north. Creating new habitats across the whole of the parish, including on green spaces within
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life is further enhanced.
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parish, providing more opportunities for engaging with nature in a sustainable way, and better
NBEO23ayAdaAy3ad YR LINRPGSOGAY3I GKS LI NRaAKQa OKI f

Historic Environment:

With its open landscape and defensible high points, the parish has been settled by humans for
millennia, from the Neolithic period through the Iron and Bronze Ages, Roman and medieval periods.
The settlement itself is mentioned in the Domesday Book, aadiedieval core of the village is a
Conservation Area. Iron Age Hillforts were constructed just outside the parish at Sharpenhoe and
Ravensburgh, and there is still evidence of ancient field systems in the landscape. Quarrying through
the ages has aldeft its mark on the landscape, and the signs of watercress farming at the chalk
springs are still evident.

Overall there is a rich tapestry of historic features across the whole of the parish, helping shape the
landscape as we see it today, even if often unnoticed. Policy recommendations for the historic
environment focus on ensuring this rich history is potéel, and where possible brought to life

through interpretation or other means to raise awareness.

Access, Open Space and Recreation:

The parish is a popular area for recreation amongst residents and visitors alike because of its setting
and the access networks around Barton Hills in particular. However, the chalk escavpithatg

steep gradientand footpaths of variable qualitypean that access to Barton Hills and Sprisugs

not accessible to a lot of peopléhhile there are other green spaces in the village many are small or
lack interest. There is a lack of accessible green spaces to the north, west and east of the village.
Public right of way networks are poor in the north and east, and while there is a reasonable network
to the west access is significantly hampered by the A6 dual carriageway and a lack of safe crossing
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opportunities. Overall there is a deficit in terms of usable, accessible green spaces of sufficient size
and interest, particularly within the village and serving people of all abilities.

Y[ 20t DNBSY {LIOSaQ OFly 6S RSaA3aylFIiSR GKNRdJZAK
other forms of protection but are valued by local people K A NIié W/ | YRARLF (hdve[ 2 OI €
been recommended for this designation, following the application of an agreed methodology.

Policy recommendations for access, recreation and greenspace focus on the need to ensure that any
future development addresses the existing deficits in terms of green spaces and access to them,

ensuring that they are accessible to as wide a range of pespssible and provide sufficient
AYGSNBad (2 dzaSNaRI a ¢Sttt la O2y(iNAodziAy3d G2 ylI
parish.

The Green Infrastructure Network:

A GI Network is identified by looking at the areas of deficit and opportunity across all of the themes

and identifying those areas where the greatest level of benefit can be achieved. By taking a

network-driven approach it will be important to develop &iross the parish while the area to the

south is of national importance, enhancing the GI network to the north, west and east is vital to

ensure people across the parish have better access to high quality green spaces, the landscape is
protectedandenhg OSR YR y I 1 dz2NE Q& NBO2@OSNE A& ¥Fdzf f & &dzl

Barton-le-Clay

Green Infrastructure Network & Projects

Existing Infrastructure
[ Parish Boundary
- Existing Green Infrastructure
[ Allocated Development Area
— — Public Footpath
— == Public Bridleway
Aspirations
Aspirational GI Network
% 1 1 Linear Access Enhancement
Aspirations
<« Crossing Enhancement Aspiration
A-P Aspirations/Projects
(see Action Plan)

ird pa ny
Last updated: 10/01/2024

An accompanying Action Plan identifying projects to help deliver Gl aspirations most important to
20Kt LIS2LX S KFa 088y ONBI (SRT -erninforebtrat®gt Yo A Y I G A 2
projects.
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1. Introduction

The Greensand Trustas originallyjcommissioned in early 2013 by Central Bedfordshire Council, in
conjunction with Bartode-Clay Parish Council and the associated Neighbourhood Plan Steering

D NR dzLJz 02 LINRRdzOS | (GlWPhmpSmuy of the/BartbdeLIAyNHzO G dzNB  t £ | y ¢
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and Luton Green Infrastructure Consortium, was considered to be both an ideal way of ensuring that

the environment is adequately considered as part of the Neighbourhood Plan process, but also an

excellent opportunityfor engaging people in the parish and introducing them to the wider process.

Following an extended hiatus, but now with a Local Plan adopted for Central Bedfordshire, work on
the Neighbourhood Plan and GI plan recommenced.

1.1 Neighbourhood Plangnd the wider context

The Localism Act (2011) introduced new rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new
development by coming together to prape Neighbourhood IBns. Neighbourhood planning

provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure they get the right types of development
for their community. Using these new tools, communities aoée to:

1 choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built
1 have their say on what those new buildings should look like
1 grant planning permission for the new buildings they want to see go ahead

Parish and town councils (or neighbourhood forums) lead the creation of neighbourhood plans,
supported by the local planning authority (in this case Central Bedfordshire Council). Once written,
the Neighbourhood Plan will be independently examined and@uat referendum of local people

for approval.

The Neighbourhood Plan will need to demonstrate that it is in conformity with the Central
Bedfordshire Coundilocal Plan 2022035(Adopted 2022and the National Planning Policy
Framework Revised July 2018

¢KS DNBSY LYFTNIadNHOGdZNE ttly gAtft o6S F@FAaftlofS
be absorbed into the forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan. It will also fit into the established hierarchy

of Green Infrastructure Planning in Bedfordshire fvilte Central Bedfordshire Green and Blue

Infrastructure Strategy (2022ndthe Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic Gl R2007).

1.22 KI i A& WDNBSY LYyTFNI aidNHzOG dzNB QK

As set out in the Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan (GD&&,
Infrastructure (GlI) is the network of green spaces, access routes, wildlife habitats, landscapes and
historic features which provide:

a healthy and diverse environment
attractive places to live and visit

a good quality of life

a sustainable future
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Green infrastructure assets include:

9 Accessible Greenspace

1 Country parks

i Green corridors

1 Urban parks and gardens Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, Sites of Special
Scientific Interest and County Wildlife Sites. Historic parks and gardens and historic
landscapes Scheduled Ancient Monuments Waterways and water bodies, inclodided]
quarries Public rights of way and cycleways

M1 Allotments

T / KAf RNByQa LJXl & aLl oS

9 Formal sports facilities

i Cemeteries

It is important to plan the green infrastructure networkthne same way that we plan other

networks and facilities, so that we can safeguard and enhance the environment and meet the needs
of a wide range of people, both now and in the future. Green infrastructure also provides social and
economic benefits, including:

Places that can be used as a focus for community activity and events
Opportunities to keep fit and healthy

Helps support the local economy, including village shops, pubs and B&Bs
Links between town and country helping people in rural areas access facilities
Helps reduce the use of cars

= =4 =4 4
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Inlate 2022 Natural England published its new Green Infrastructure Framework. This Framework
AyOfdzRSa p WISIHREAYS {{iFyRFNRaQ ¢6KAOK akKz2dzZ R 0S5
develop a vision for the local environment, as well as set key targettefivery which can be

monitored and evaluated. While this role is felt to be that of local authorities at a higher level than

parish councils, elements of this approach have been built into this FakishGl Plan.

¢tKS p WISIRfEAYS {GFyRIFENRAQ I NBY

1. Gl Strategy Standaiwhere local authorities work in partnership with stakeholders
including local communities, assess and strategically plan their green infrastructure
provision, for example as part of a Green InfrastructBtetegy. Plans set out how green
infrastructure will help to create greener, beautiful, healthier and more prosperous
neighbourhoods, witta thriving nature network that can reduce air and water pollution,
support sustainable drainage and help places adapt to climate change.

In doing this, they apply the 15 Green Infrastructure Principles and the Green Infrastructure
Standards locally (adapting them to local context where appropriate) and set green infrastructure
policies, proposals and development requirements in developmdanis and local design codes



NE GI Framework (2022)15 Gl Principles

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
PRINCIPLES WHEEL Managed,

valued &
evaluated

The 15 Principles are based on:

« The 5 Benefits of Gl or ‘Why Principles

« The 5 Descriptive or ‘What' Principles
* The 5 Process or ‘How' Principles

Plan
Strategically

What
What good Gl looks like
Partnership The 5 Descriptive
and vision Principles

2. Accessible Greenspace StandéhtS)
a. Size and Proximity criteria: Everyone has access to good quality green and blue spaces close
to home for health and wellbeing and contact with nature, to meet the AGS size and
proximity criteria, with an initial focus on access to green and blue spacksswff mp Y A y dzi S
walk from home.
b. Capacity criteria: Local authorities have at least 3 hectares of publicly accessible greenspace
per 1,000 population
c. Quality criteria: Accessible greenspace meets the Green Flag Award Criteria, (Ellicott, 2016)
and best practice in accessibility for @l All Reasonable Means: Least restrictive access to
the outdoors The Sensory Trust, 2020).

This Standard is considered by Theme 4 (Access, Open Space and Recreation) within this Gl Plan.
3. Urban Nature Recovery Standard

In urban and urban fringe areas, the proportion of green infrastructure that is designed and

managed for nature recovery is increased by an agreed percentage based on a locally defined
baseline and taking into account local needs, opportunities and cangrd his includes the

creation and restoration of wildlife rich habitats, which can contribute to the delivery of local nature
recovery objectives. Local authorities in urban and urban fringe areas set targets for nature recovery
through provision andisstainable management of Local Nature Reserves and Local Wildlife Sites, to
provide 1 hectare of Local Nature Reserve (LNR) per 1,000 population (for nature conservation and
quiet enjoyment); and enhance existing and identify new areas that qualify as\Wddéfe Sites

(for nature conservation).

This Standard is considered within Theme 2 of this Gl Plan (Biodiversity)

4. Urban Greening Factor Standardrban greening is at least 40% average green cover in
urban residential neighbourhoods where they do not already meet that standard.



This Standard is considered within Themes 1 (Landscape), 2 (Biodiversity) and 4 (Access, Open Space
and Recreation) within this Gl Plan.

5. Urban Tree Canopy Standardrban Tree Canopy Cover is increased by an agreed
percentage based on a locally defined baseline and taking into account local needs,
opportunities and constrairst

1.4 Aim of this Plan:

The aim of the GI Plan is to identify the key existing natural, historic, cultural and landscape assets,
accessible greenspace and rights of way and to plan new features that will provide a connected
network of green infrastructure for the benefit of preseand future generationdt will help the

local community to ptect and where possible enhance tlandscape, biodiversity and the historic
environment improve access and links for people and wilddifiel provide a multfunctional Gl

network.

1.5Methodology and Statement of Community Involvement

A methodology for the production of Parish Green Infrastructure Plans was developed in 2007 and
2008 by a Parish Green Infrastructure Plan Working Group working under the auspices of the Beds &
Luton Green Infrastructure Consortiymsnoted above This standard methodology was adopted by
Central Bedfordshire Council in 200%e methodology was subsequently updated in 2011, and has
been further reviewed, in order to provide synergy with and a direct feed into the Neighbourhood
Planning process. This has involved ongoing discussion with Central Bedfordshire Council to ensure
the approach is considered sound and robust.

This methodology is based on a tstage process
Stage 1.

1 Initial mapping of Gl assets under each of fih@mes: Biodiversity, Landscape, Historic
Environment and Access/Greenspace/Recreation;

1 Initial analysis of this mapping;
9 Initial community engagement;
9 Liaison with Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
9 Production of draft Gl Plan
Stage 2:

91 Further stage of community engagement providing ratification of Stage 1 work and
additional input;

9 Liaison with Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group;

1 Finalising the GI Plan to inform the Neighbourhood Plan and be part of the NP consultation
process.

With the Bartonle-Clay Gl Plan there wassignificant hiatubetween Stages 1 and 2Vork on the
Neighbourhood Plan stopped as it was considered impossible to create a Neighbourhood Plan with

0KS NBI[dANBR fS@St 2F WO2yTF2NX¥AGEQ gAGK GKS [ 20l
adopted Local Plan in place. Areas of disagergraround proposed policy and allocations affecting

the parish were significant, further impacting confidence that this conformity could be reached.

These issues have wdbeen resolved, and the Central Bedfordshire Local Plan was adopted in July

2021. The Neighbourhood Planning process thestaeted, and upon resuming the Gl Plan in 2022,

10



the need for further consultation and engagement was identified given the preceding interlude. This
YSY2NAR Sa&
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village more recently.

Below is a summary of the consultation and engagemetivities across both stages of the Gl Plan.
Additional consultation was carried out as part of Stage 2, partly because of the gap between the

NBE ¥ NB a K
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stages.
Table 1. Community Involvement
Method of Date Details Attendance/response
community
involvement
Gl Plan 2013 1 Specific questionnaire to local 76 completions
Survey residents based on Gl
St Nicholas | June 2013 f Stall with maps and opportunities | Attendance = 200+
Church Fete to comment (overall feteg good
level of engagement
on stall)
Stakeholder | Sept 2013 {1 Attended by representatives of ke| 16 attendees
Workshop groups andrganisations
1 Reviewed community input and
made own input.
Landowners/ | July 20% 1 Attended by main local 3landowners, BLCP(
Cl NX & NI landowners/farmers GST
Workshop 1 Introduction to Gl Plan
1 Opportunity to understand their
operations and aspirations
Christmas 27" f Stand alongside NP information | Attendance of event
Lights Switch | November 1 Engagement on what people valu| = several hundred.
on 2022 2022 issues and problems, projects ang
aspirations 35 visited stall
26 directly engaged
Community | 8" May f Stand as part of large community | Attendance of event
Event 2023 event = several hundred.
1 Engagement on proposed policiey
and projects 37directly engaged.

The initial consultation activities in 2013 resulted in very positive levels of engagement, but

obviously levels of awareness around the Gl Plan (and wider Neighbourhood Plan) dropped away in

the intervening years. Therefore the activities carried ol082 replicated some of the early

11
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consultation activity, in ordeto ensure the approach was as inclusive as possible. Additional activity
was also included, to provide two main opportunities within the second stage.

A full summary of all consultation activities is availablappendix 1

St Nicholas Church Fete, June 2013

Christmas Lights Switebn ¢ November 2022
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1.6 ThematicStructure

For the purpose of communitylevel Glplanning,Green Infragucture has been divided into four
themes as noted above:

Landscape

Biodiversity

Historic Environment

Access, open space and recreation.

= =4 =4 =

Thisapproach allows the different elements of green infrastructurdéoconsidered individually in
detail as well as part of the integrated @étworkQ

1.7 Context:

Figure 1below shows the location and gah boundary of Bartote-Clay. The settlement in the
southern part of the map is Luton.
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Barton-le-Clay -/ > [C—] Barton-le-Clay Parish Boundary
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Bartonle-Clay is situated in Central Bedfordshire between Bedford and Luton, 32 miles (51 km)
north of London The A6 which runs from Luton (6 miles south of the villdg®ugh Bedford to the
north and beyondbypasses Bartoto the west The population of Bartote-Clay (2021 Census
figures) is 4,941.

The Central Bedfordshire Local Plan (2Q035)allocated a further area for housing development
(HASO05), which has subsequently been granted planning permission for just under 500 homes. At
the time of writing construction works had not begun. Ordnance Survey base maps have not been
updated to incorprate this development, and will not be for some time. However, the impact of
this development has been taken into accouffigure labelow illustrates the area that has been
allocated for development:

Figure 1&g Housing Allocation (HASO05)

<
)
NS

irch End
&<Lrown Copyright and database right 2023. Ordnance Survey AC0000851074.
Central Bedfordshire Council Cypress Cottage
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2. Landscape:

The landscape mapelow (Figure 2) shows contour lines to illustrate the relief of the land. It also
shows the floodplain, highlighting in blue the areas at risk from a 1 in a&lif)ce of flooding.

| Barton-le-Clay
2) Landscape Map

g

5m Contours

Indicative Flood Map
[—] Parish Boundary

17/06/13

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with
the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller
of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or criminal proceedings.
® Crown Copyright and database right 2013,
Ordnance Survey 100049029. Central Bedfordshire Council

ZrpGrioximL
e /o

Contains Environment Agency information
© Environment Agency and database right

s’
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The map above illustrates the marked contrasts in the local landscape, with the very steep
escarpment of the North Chilterns Chalk being clearly illustrated by the compacted contour lines to
the south of the village, separating a flatter plateaeyond this from the low lying valley to the

north, within which the village sits.

Chalk springs emerge from the foot of the chalk escarpment, forming chalk streams that flow
northwards, particularly to the west of the village as illustrated by the flood plains in the map above.

The Landscape Character Assessment approach allows similar landscapes to be allocated within
typologies, and this was most recently carried out in Central Bedfordsh2@Lis¢ Figure 2b

AffdzaGNI GSa GKAA OSNEB Of SINIeéezx akKz2gAy3d GKS W/ fIL
W I Nfgyf e /fle xHfSQ G2 GKS y2NIKI |yR G4KS W. I NI
demonstrating the difference in elevation from 6Gihove sea level to 160m above sea level.

Barton-le-Clay
(2b) Landscape Character Areas Map

|
N

[ Parish Boundary
Sm Contours

Landscape Character Areas
5B:Barton-le-Clay Clay Vale
9C:The Clappers Chalk Escarpment
10C:Barton Hill Rolling Chalk Farmland

500

Govarnment Licence

6¥3.0
Last updated: 25/07/2022

Bartonis a parish of thredifferent landscap&haracter typs, as noted by the Landscape Character
Assessment for South Bedfordshire (Land Use ConsultaritS). 2ZDhenorthern part, covering

almost two thirds of the area, is lelying clay vale (Landscape Character Areq BBrtonle-Clay

Clay Vale) defined by Gault Clay geolofye sticky grey Gault Clay deposits formed at the bottom

of a deepening ocean during the Cretaceous period, creating the flat, featureless landscape of today.
Large open fields dominated by arable agriculture offer a significant contrast to the clggrnlls

beyond these the Greensand Rid¢ge}Yhe north and the chalk escarpment to the sbu Thevillage

itself sits at the foot of thggrominent chalk escarpment immediately to the sotithin this vale.

The Central Bedfordshire Landscape Character Assessment notéisetlaaea long the High Street
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contains remnants of the former village green, and this still contributes to a strong village feel, as do
20KSNJ INBSya 6AGKAY GKS Wdz2NBIlIyQ | NBI @ I AdNRy3

The chalk escarpmentCA 9G The Clapper€halk Escarpmenihas a dramatic convoluted form

(note alignment of contours in Figur®@in contrast to straightdged escarpment elsewhere (e.g.
Dunstable downs). It provides a striking backdrop to the village andlyiag clay vale and long

range views across to the chalk hills to the norhformed later in the Cretaceous, as sea levels fell
and when the forces that raised the Aljpdded the chalk into a ridge. During the ice ages (between
2.6 millionand ten thousand years ago) erosion caused by ice sheets sculpted the chalk ridge into
the rounded hills, dry valley and coombs that exist today.

While the escarpment is generally walboded to the west in particular, the section within Barton
parish includes Barton Hills which is more open with areahalkgrassland, and is a popular
recreational resourceThe Icknield Way was an important prehistoric communication route, and is
now a popular longlistance footpath. Ravensburgh Castle is just outside the parish boundary to the
east, but occupies a prominent position in the landscape, overlooking theostie west and north.

Further to the souths the Barton Hills Rolling Chalk Farmland (LCA 10C), a medium tedalge
landscape with gently rolling arable farmland but also high, more plateau like afbaschalk
RALJAE 2 LIS Wo SKA Y R fatter, knbre éediatet dhidBcBnyaking ikdistinct from the
adjacent chalk escarpmentt alsoretains more of its hedgerows than adjacent areas. While in
many ways it is a more remote, rural landscape than those adjacent, views from the ridgeline to
Luton to the south preide a reminder of the proximity of urban development.

The chalk escarpment has created a line of springs which feed into streams (often highlighted by
trees alongside themgnd marks an important watershed. Those streams flowimgh eventually

join the River Flitand subsequently the Ivel and then Great Ouse, within the Ouse catclgnent
eventually flowing into the North Sea in the Wash. Those flowing south join the River Lea, itself a
tributary of the Thames These springs influenced settlement patterns in the area, with villages such
as Barton growingraund them.

Aside from the settlement of Bartele-Clay, other human influences on the landscape include the
A6 dual carriageway, cutting severely through #searpment immediately to the soutlvest of the
village(exposing the chalk geology and providing stunning views for motorists), former quarry sites
(particularly to the immediate east of the A6 north of the village) and the historic Barton Watermill
to the west of the village and the A6.

Part of the parish is included within the Chilterns Are®atstanding Natural &uty, a nationally
recognised landscape designation, as illustrateligure 2 below. Figure 2hllustrates the
extensive coverage of the Green B@tplanning designation restricting developmeintthe area

17



Figure 2c Figure 2d

Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Green Belt
@0
pt
% .,
o,
h End
©.Crown Copyright and database right 2023. Ordnance Survey AC0000851074 ©.Crown Copyright and database right 2023. Ordnance Survey AC0000851074.
Central Bedfordshire Council Central Bedfordshire Council

2.1 Favourite Views

Atthe November 20202 y adzf G GA2y S@Syid 1LIS2LX S 6SNB aiSR i
noting where it was viewed from and what made it special to théK S&S WCI @2 dzNAGS + A S
then compared to those identified in2088 ! f  K2dzZ3K ydzYo SNBE ARSY(GATFe@Ay:
were relatively lowthe consistency with feedback from 2014 was high, and the most popular
f20GA2yakPBASsa SELINBaaSR NBAYT2NOSR (KS YSe +£if€
has been added in addition to those identified B2 (views to the east over the area north of the

| SEG2y w2FRUOX 6AGK &A0GNRYy3I O2NNBflIGA2Y 6AGK WCI @2

It is important to note that several people valued views over the village as well as those that were
more rural in nature.

4

Figure2eA f f dzZ2A 0N 6S&a GKSaS YI Ay Tae tilxiriteS M@s@in ofe Cl @2 dzNJ
detail.
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Figure2e ¢ Key Views

Barton-le-Clay
Key Views

D Parish Boundary

Bl Accessible Sites
Formal Recreational Areas
Other Green Infrastructure

Rights of Way data
= = Bridleway

= = Footpath

A’/A Key Views

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024.
Ordnance Survey AC0000852133.
Barton-le-Clay Parish Council

Contains public sector information licenced under the Open
Government Licence v3.0

Local Wildlife Site data IPR Herts Local Wildlife Sites
Partnership © Hertfordshire County Council and ® Crown
copyright and database rights 2022 OS EUL 100019606. You
are not permitted to copy. sub-licence, distribute or sell any of
this data to third parties in any form.

Last updated: 20/12/2024
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Table 2:Key Views

View Description Core components
[ From Barton Hills looking 1 Elevation provides panoramic views to east, west
north/east/west over the site and north;
and village beyond. 1 Open downland with patches of woodland
1 View of the village spread out tbe north, including
the church.
1 Views of flat open vale between the village and thg
Greensand Ridge/clay hills to the north
1 Views of Clay Hills to north
1 Water tower at Pulloxhill
1 More subtle wooded outline of Greensand Ridge t
the north beyond open farmlandnd Clay Hills
ii From footpaths/bridleways | Suddenly rising hills in near distance
approaching Barton Hills 1 Open downland with patches of woodland
lookingsouth
ii From A6 and adjacent paths |  Elevation provides panoramic views to south and
looking north andvest east
1 Distinctive form ofChilterns escarpment and
Sharpenhoe Clappers to west;
1 Open farmlandvith hedgerows
iv From access routes to westd § View ofsinuous Chilterns escarpment 8arpenhoe
village, lookingouth-west Clapperdo west,
1 Open farmlandvith hedgerows
v From eastern edge of village, 1 Open farmland witthedgerows
north of Hexton Road, lookin¢ 1 Dramatically rising chalk escarpment to the south,

east

with areas of woodland/scrub.

View (i): From Barton Hills looking north

View (ii): Looking south towards Barton Hills




View (iii);: From A6 and adjacent paths, looking west and north

View (iv): From access routes to west of village, View (v): From Hexton Road, looking east

looking south and west

It is recommended that these views and the key components within them are taken into account
in any relevant planninglecisions.

2.2 Landscape Character

¢CKS [/! O2ydlAya 6AGKAY Al |

{GNFGS38Q F2NJ SIO
YIEylF3SYSyid 3FdzARStAySaQo ¢t KSa& i

NE adzYyYlF NAT SR o

K
S

w €
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Table 3¢ Landscape Character Strategies and Management Recommendations

5B Bartonle-Clay Vale

9C The Clappers Chalk

10C Barton Hills

Escarpment Rolling Chalk Farmlan
Strategy Enhancement/Renewal Conserve/Enhance Enhance
Enhancing condition of the| Conserve the dramatic | Enhance the character
landscape by restoring and landform and prominent| of the rural dipslope
repairing elements that views and landscape setting.
have been lost or degradeq
Scope for introducing new
landscape elements such g
woodland creation
particularly aligning the
maintransport corridors.
Gonserve and enhance the
setting of significant historig
landscape assets such as
Wrest Park.
Relevant 1 Woodland planting i Conserve the open, | Conserve the
Development should ensure views sinuous character of integrity of the
Guidelines across the flat, open the scarp through chalk escarpment
vale are retained, and preventing the and dipslope
reflect the historic erection of visually transition
grain of the landscape impermeable field 1 Gonservethe
reinforcing former boundaries e.g. solid integrity of the
hedgerow lines and fencing. Green Lane
field patterns. 1 Prevent further (Icknield Way).
91 Conserve the rural urbanisation of the |q Consider
character and roads opportunities for
tranquillity associated | § Conserve the clear large scale

with the eastern part
of the vale

1 Enhance the ecologica
value and visual
presence of and acces
G2 X®PGNRO
crossing the vale.
These areas are a
priority for
establishing areas of
pasture

1 Conserve the open
views to adjacent LCA
and areas of

I Conserve the

9 Retain the distinction

undeveloped land at

views and visual
relationship with the
Bartonle-Clay Vale
(5b) and beyond to
the Clay Hills (8c)

integrity of the chalk
escarpment and
dipslope transition
which is a key featurg
of the Chilterns
landscape.

with the lower lying

clay vales and ensur¢

woodland planting
in association with
any future
development.
Planting should
respect key
sensitivities such ag
the views to the
escarpment.
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the base of adjacent
slopes

Retain individual
settlement identity
and consider
appropriate limits to
expansion of Barton af
the base of the scarp.

that expansion of
scarp foot
settlements such as
Barton does not
encroach onto the
lower slopes.

Conserve historic
landscape features
such as medieval
earthworks and
moated sitesand their
intact landscape
setting.

Conserve the
landscape and setting
of Wrest Park house
and gardens.

Relevant Restore and improve Conserve the Conserve the range
Landscape the condition and unimproved chalk of habitats, notably
Management structure of hedgerow grassland sites and chalk grassland

Guidelines boundaries continue to manage (SSSI) and conside|

through appropriate
grazing regimes
Conserve the
grassland cover of
earthwork
monuments

opportunities for
extending and
linking habitats
beyond existing
sites.

Restore and
improve the
condition and
structure of
hedgerow
boundaries

i Conserve the
ancient woodland
blocks

With tree and woodland planting becoming increasingly common as a measure to combat climate
change through carbon sequestration, as well as help biodiversity, ittisydarly important to

ensure any woodland planting does not impact (and will not in future) views across the landscape
valued by local people.

2.3 Tranquillity:
Central Bedfordshire Councibmmissioned aranquillity mappingexercisg/Central Bedfordshire

Tranquillity Strategy Supporting the AssessmentBelative tranquillitygc LCA, 2022)hich
providesa very usual visual illustration of the scope of noise impacts.

Figure 2fabove demonstrates that the built up part of the village and the A6 road lie in an area
where relative tranquillity is low, which is not surprising, while the higher ground of the Chilterns
escarpment has higher tranquillity, with some very tranquil at@ghlighted in green. What is

perhaps more surprising is the extent of the area of poorer tranquillity, illustrated by the purple,
affecting significant areas of rural landscape. This will be in no small part due to the very flat, open
nature d parts of this landscape, particularly to the north, but also illustrates the significant effect of
the A6 through the Chilterns escarpment. The area to the east of the village is also relatively
tranquil, but with further development consented in an arenmediately east of the northern end

of the village it is clear to see that an area of high relative tranquillity will be impacted. This
highlights the importance of considering the impacts on tranquillity when considering development,
and also on higlquality, effective landscaping if it is going to be permitted.
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Figure 2B Relative Tranquillity

Relative tranguilliy

[ Pesitive scare higher than negative
[ Positive and negative score equal
] Negative scare higher than positive
[ mssumed no negative impact

Taken fromCentral Bedfordshire Tranquillity StrategySupporting the Assessment of Relative tranquillity
(LCA, 202p

TheNatural England Gl Framework (202&%0 provides guidance which is important and relevant
G2 f I yRA&drbahJSreeningFdctlis cohsidered througthe assessment of levels of:

Seminatural vegetation
Street Trees

Hedgerows

Sustainable Urban Drainage
Green Roofs and Walls

= =4 =4 -4 =

These have not been assessed quantitatiaslypart of this Gl Plaas this would require significant
additional resources, and is suggested agxercisethat should be looked at across Central
Bedfordshire Broad, qualitative assessment through this Plan suggests that:

1 Reasonable numbers of street trees in parts of the village, with some new planting on green
spaces
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1

1

Limited remnants of hedgerows within the village, but complemented by garden hedgerows
(and those around green spaces).

No $JDs(Sustainable Urban Drainaggpe features, and no green roofs or wallsre

noted.

It is recommended that the Design Cotieing developed as part of the Neighbourhood Plan takes
urban greening and enhancement of the urban fringe into account.

2.4 Landscape Policy Recommendations:

The feedback from community consultation has been combined with the above information to
develop the followingpolicy recommendations for the Neighbourhood Plan related to Landscape:

T

=a =4

= =4

Ensure protection of settlement identity and distinctiveness, including the protection and
enhancement of amenity green spaces within the village to protect and enhance the village
WFSStQ

Protection of key views and core components within t@srset out in Table

Seek to mitigate visual and audible intrusiorirted A6and improve relative tranquillity

within the parish

Protect and enhance treetting of the village at the foot of Barton Hjlssoiding any
development that impacts this

Protect and enhance hedgerow networks, particularly with regard to restoring old field
boundaries.

Enhance the corridors of watercourses through the parish

Avoid any development that might impact upon the setting and identity of Wrest Park
(House and Gardens) to the north

Ensure any future development enhances the urban edge in terms of visual amenity, access
and nature recovery.

25



3. Biodiversity:

The biodiversity mapHgure 3 shows the location of the National Nature Reserve, Sites of Special

Scientific Interest, County Wildlife Sites, Local Nature ReseandRoadside Nature Reserves.

County Wildlife Sites are recognizaslimportant for wildlife when assessed against a set of criteria,

which considers site size, diversity, rarity, fragility, typicalness and recorded hiN&irgnal Nature
Reservesanff AGSa 2F {LISOAlIfT {OASYGATAO LYyGSNBaid I NB i
and are legally protected. Natural England must be consulted if anyone wishes to carry out work that

may damage a SSSI. This requirement applies to operations within a SSSI, and to operations outside

the SSSI that may affect the feaggrof interestRoadside Nature Reserves are designated where it

is desirable and possible to protect and manage imporwiidlife interest without compromising

road safety. They are usually adjacent to CWSs or SSSls and support rare and protected species.

Barton Hills National Nature Reserywhich also has SSSI status, is a nationally significant site of
44ha. Mainly flower rich chalk grassland, typical of the North Chilterns, it also includes areas of
scrub and woodland as well as a number sprifgis home to a large population of the nationally
rare Pasque flower. Other rarities include greater pignut and field fleawort, and butterflies seen in
summer include the chalkhill blue, marbled white and dark green fritillBarton Quarry CW a

12ha nosaic of calcareous grassland, scrub and secondary woodland, and contains interesting
exposures of chalk faces. Its use bywahgel drive club is thought to benefit structural diversity.
Barton PtCWS | f a2 (y2gy f20Fffe | a WHiralofohdeaved f {1 QX A A&
woodland, and includes a disused chalk pit. It is this former use that lends it-tesmlsy bikers,

and has eroded the ground flora. It does however still contain a jdipul of the rare green

flowered helleborine. Baoh Hills and the area to the east are recorded as being of National
Importance for arable plant assemblages according to a scoring system developed by Plantlife.
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Figure 3- Biodiversity
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Biodiversity Network

The network has been created to suggest where biodiversity
enhancements would be most beneficial. The aim is to buffer and
link existing wildlife rich areas, creating a landscape through which
species can move. This will make populations more sustainable and

3) Biodiversity Map
;e — ;

~N.

Site of Special Scientific Interest
”////] County Wildlife Site

- Roadside Nature Reserve
=== Local Geological site

Biodiversity Opportunity Network

Permanent Grassland

E Parish Boundary
1

Bedfordshire Boundary

02/09/13 3

help them respond to climate change. Within the network there is a
range of options which would benefit biodiversity, from creating new
habitats to improving existing hedgerows.

Permanent Grassland

Approx 64 hectares of land

in the parish is thought to have

...] been grassland throughout the
last 25 years, 28 hectares being

Five County Wildlife Sites (CWS) including
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and a National Nature Reserve (NNR) lie
within the parish, connecting up with other
SSSls and CWSs along the chalk scarp
to the east and west.

_ s | \ \ D

rare and precious chalk grassland

This map is reproduced from Ordnance quvey material with

the perm|ssion of Ordnance Survey on behzif of the Controller
of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. ,

Unauthorjsed reproduction infringes Crown copyright and mdy

ead to p or criminal ings.

© Crown Copysight and base Tight-2048,...... A
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31Y/ KFE]1 {GNBlFYaQ

The streams that begin as springstad foot of the chalk escarpment, and are fed by cHdatkred

ANRdzy RglF GSNE | NB dzy F2 NIidzy I G S ¢the syi@definibdnis:a A FASR | 3
GaidNBlIYa 0KFIG RSNAGS Tt 2F GKSANI Ff2¢ lad2Y OKI f
of Chalk Stream2014). This isnost likelybecause, despite emanating from the chalk aquifer, they

very soon flow over noghalk geology (gault clay).

| 26 SOSNE GKS / KFEf]1 {dNBlFY&a LYRSE y2dimmsionalKl G & FAN
reality which varies greatly from one valley to the next. In reality we have what is more like a

spectrum of challstreams and chalinfluenced streams, rive which derive most of their flow from

chalkfed groundwater, and exhibg in varying degrees depending on the particular geology of a
givenvallex it KS WOf RANBOY OKHINIF OGSNRARaGAOa 2F Of SINJ g
theBartonaré R2 &aKI NB YIFye OKIFNFOGSNRAGAOAismuéhK Wi NUzS
of their flow is from chaklfed groundwater. While these streams have been heavily modified, and

are often overlooked or abused through litteringAtipping, they do existThe Central Bedfordshire

Green and Blue Infrastructure Plan (2022) recognises the importance of the streams that flow from

GKS OKIFf1l Ay (KS a2dziKSNYy LI NG 2F /SYdNrft . SR¥F2N
OA2RAGSNBAGE ySig2N] £

It is recommended that further work is undertaken, in conjunction with the Upper and Bedford
Ouse Catchment Partnership, to secure better recognition of the status of cfedkwaterbodies
within the parish.

3.2Geodiversity

Figure 3alsoA y Of dzZRS& GKS . I N2y I Atfa [20Ff DS2ft23A0! f
evocative scenery displaying excellent chalk landscape features including a dramatic coombe, dry

valleys, soil creep, frost shattering, small natural exposures of Lowdviattdle Chalk and a natural

ALINAY3A gKAOK F2N¥a | avylff A0dNBIFY FTNRBY &2dNDSé¢ ¢
Geology Group, 2009). See also:
https://www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk/uploads/1/3/2/1/132121510/blgg_barton_hills_chal

K.pdf

3.3The Biodiversity Opportunity and Nature Recovery Networks:

Figure3 02 9SS aK2ga (GKS W. A2RAOGSNEAGE hLILRNIdzyAdGe bS$s
(creation of new areas of habitat or the buffering, enhancement or connection of existing areas)

would be most beneficial, creating a more joined up landscape through which species can move,

helping them better deal with pressures such as climate change.

¢tKS D2@SNYyYSyld aSi 2dzi AGa OAairzy FT2N Wyl (dz2NBQa
GKAOK aSS1a (G2 NBOSNBRS KIFIoAGlFd t2aasSa 20SNJ G§KS
b S G ¢ ANRNxRa national scale, complementing and connecting our best wildlife sites, and

providing opportunities for species conservation and the reintroduction of native spdeigste 3a

6St246 AftdAGNI (184 GKS O2YLRYSYyGa 2F | Wbl (diNB wé
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https://www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk/uploads/1/3/2/1/132121510/blgg_barton_hills_chalk.pdf
https://www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk/uploads/1/3/2/1/132121510/blgg_barton_hills_chalk.pdf

1 Core AreasExisting places of high nature conservation value, from which the NRN can
develop. These include nature reserves, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and County
Wildlife Sites (as illustrated in Figure 3 above);
91 Buffer ZonesAreas immediately surrounding Core Areas, where appropriate habitat
creation and land management can help protect the Core Areas from the impacts of
agriculture (e.g. spray drift from pesticides and fertilisers) and urban development, which
would otherwise harm the ecological interest;
1 Restoration AreasAreas where habitat can be restored (having previously existed here) to
create new Core Areas for the future;
§ SteppingStonest YI f f SNJ WAafl yRaAQ 2F KIFIoAGFdG ONBI ISR
opportunities for species migration and-oelonisation;
1 Corridors:Connecting corridors of habitat, allowing species dispersal and linking up isolated
Core Areas and Stepping Sténeé ¢tKSasS OFry 0SS WEtAYSIENR 6So3ao
features;
1 Sustainable Use Are&ensitive and appropriate land management across the wider
countryside, reducing negative environmental impacts on the network and connecting
through fieldscale measures such as buffer strips and headlands.

Figure 3a: Conceptual Nature Recovery Netwolkkaking Space for Nature2010)

Restoration area

Landscape corridor

/Snpp!nl stone corridor
/

@ - A
o,

3
Unear corridor ‘. : ’

Corearea

&

8 A

. ¥ >

-

Sustainable use area

3.4LocalNature Recovery Networks:

W[ 20Kt Dbl GdNBE wSO2@SNE {GNIGS3IASAaQ Attt 06S LINEBROC
and will set out how nature recovery will be achievedally. Each will highlight existing areas of

importance for nature, future opportunities and the biodiversity priorities for its area. They will also

highlight the wider environmental benefits that can be created, including tackling climate change
andimproving mental and physical wellbeing. The Bedfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy

covers the Brton-le-Clay area (with a Hertfordshire LNRS adjacent).
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¢tKS . A2RAGSNEAGE hLILRNIdzyAdGe ! NBIFI 2N] YSyilAz2ySF
wWSO2@SNE bSGG2N] YILLAY3I LINR2SOG Ay GKS b2NIK /K
Northants, 2021), which provides a very useful source of moreilddtaspirations to both this Gl

Plan and the forthcoming Bedfordshire LNRS.

This magbased project involved dedbased analysis alongside field visits across an 1874ha area

covering the chalk escarpment and surrounds through Barton pansluding the area to the south

covering Warden and Galley Hills on the northern edge of Luton. The methodology also included

contact with key landowers to help understand the potential constraints they face, and
2LIR NI dzyAGASE (GKIG YAIKG SEAaG (2 RSEAGSNI I W[ 2¢
as forming this network includeot only chalk grassland but also chalk scrub, ancient woodland,

arable margins and headlands.

¢tKS LINRP2SOG ONBIrGSa I W[IFIyRaOlILIS zAaAizy 2F [ 2yyS
Ff2y3 gAGK | Se& &ndeéxsrisibas w axisting skesiich wolild ietfedprotect

them and improve their overall quality)Trese are to the east and west of Barton $illThey are not

illustrated (the source map contains sensitive, confidential information) but have been taken into

account when considering the Gl network below.

Since this mapping project waarried out Natural England ke purchased the Hexton Estate,
ensuring that a key opportunity to create a Local Nature Recovery Network is put in place
immediately to the west of the parish.

While not included as specific policy, this Plan recommends continued dialogue, itk
involvement of, local farmersand landownersn the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for
Bedfordshire, and in local implementationf nature recovery networks across the parish.

3.5Nature and People

The Natural England Gl Framework (2022) includéldoan Nature Recovengtandar®? ¢ KA OK Ot y
be used to make a particularly pertinent point with regard to Bast®&lay. Although close to areas
considered to be rich in biodiversity, these are largely confined to the Chilterns downland, which can

be difficult to access with steep tetin. It was noted that many older residents commented through

the various consultations that they no longer access Barton Hills (for example) because it was no

longer possible for them to climb the steep paths.

The Urban Nature Recovery Standard lookthatproportion of green infrastructure that is designed

and managed for nature recoveny urban and urban fringe areas. It also advocates that,

recognising more general deficits, tlissincreased by an agreed percentage based on a locally

defined baseline and taking into account local needs, opportunities and constraints. This includes the
creation and restoration of wildlife rich habitats, which can contribute to the delivery of tatate
recovery objective. Local authorities in urban and urban fringe areas set targets for nature recovery
through provision and sustainable management of Local Nature Reserves and Local Wildlife Sites, to
provide 1 hectar¢100m x 100mpf Local Nature Reserve (LNR) per 1,000 population (for nature
conservation and quiet enjoyment); and enhance existing and identify new areas that qualify as
Local Wildlife Sites (for nature conservation).
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In Barton parish, thenaportion of Gl within urban/fringe areas designed and managed for Nature
Recovery is low. The only areas considered to meet this description are:

T .FNI2y tAG O0[2@0SNEQ 2Ff{10 /2{ O6HKLIDV
1 Part of Barton Hills NNR (closest to urban eggstimated at 4ha to be considered
alongside Barton Pit)

These sites (or patites) are the only ones that can be considered to meet the criteria, and to be
within the urban fringe (no sites within the urban area are considered to be designed or managed
for nature recovery). The majority of Barton Hills canp@iconsidered urban fringe as it extends
into the very ruralrea to the south. Barton Quarry CWS is not managed for nature conservation,
these benefits are a bgroduct of its use as a 4x4 area.

The population of Barto#e-Clay is 4,9%(2021 Census) so the expectation would be that
approximately 4.9ha of Local Nature Reserve should exist. The estimate above suggests that 6ha of
land managed for nature conservation exist in the parish, so on the surface it appears that Barton is
well caered for. However, when the point regarding accessibility is taken into account, this figure
would drop considerably. Additionally, Barton Pit CWS is heavily impacted by recreational uses, and
this reduces its Mae for wildlife. If the point of the standard is to drive up the amount of land
designed or managed for nature recovery, it is important that such land is distributed across the
parish (including within the urban area), ensuring it is close to and capreciated by a larger

number of people. This has been fed into the Policy Recommendations below.

3.6Biodiversity Policy Recommendations:

The feedback from community consultation has been combined with the above information to
develop the followingpolicy recommendations for the Neighbourhood Plan related to Biodiversity:

1 Development of Local Nature Recovery Networks to support Nature Recovery within
Bedfordshire and beyor(@articularly into Hertfordshirejncluding:
0 The corridor of the chalk escarpment
o W KIFf1l {0NROMI&GLN +yR GKSANI
1 New tree planting and hedgerow networks, ensuring not restricting views or where not
optimal ¢ right tree right place; linking and buffering existing woodlands
f / NBFEGA2Y 2F aLl 0OSa ALISOATFTAOFffte F2NJ Wbl (dz2NB
(including for example wildflower areas, hedgerows, ponds and small areas of
trees/woodland), especially within any new development.
1 Improvements to green spaces within the village to enhance their biodiversity value,
including managing areas for wild floweiacluding amenity spaces and roadside verges
(achieved through seeding/planting and changes in management reghng Of dzRA y 3 WO dzii
02t tSOGQ YIylFr3aSYSyld 2F 6AftRTFE26SNI I NBlFaood
1 Raise awareness of chalk streams and their unique value.
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4. Historic Environment:

Bartonle-Clay has a long and rich history as a settlement. Such is the number of histoniedeatu
the two maps are required to illustrate thigzigures 4A and 4Bilustrate the Scheduled Monument,
Conservation Axa, Listed Buildings and other features recorded on the Historic Environment
Register (the latter are the main reason for two maps being negpddetkey to these maps is
Table 4below:

Table 4¢ Keyto Figures 4A & B

Number| Feature Number| Feature
239 MOAT Faldo Farm 9358 CHALK PITS
285 QUARRY 9359 CHALK PIT
709 CROPMARKS W of Bartonhill Farm 9360 CHALK PIT
893 HOLWORTH'S FARM (site of) 10197 | TURNPIKE ROAD old course
1016 EARTHWORKS Church End 10204 | CROPMARKS NE of Streatley
1389 CHALK PIT E of Streatley 10751 | MOAT Grange Farm
1415 LIME & CEMENT WORKS & QUARRY Barton Hill 11982 | ROMAN OCCUPATION Han Furlong

Cutting 12158 | LEET(E) WOOD
1473 | LYNCHETS 12159 | GATEHOUSE CLOSES
1862 | CROPMARKS 12160 | STONELEY WOOD
2596 LYNCHETS Ravensburgh Castle 12181 | WATERCRESS BEDS
2598 | LYNCHETS 12183 | ENCLOSURE
3197 | BARTON MILL 14739 | NEO/BA FLINTS.barton Hill Farm
3447 MEDIEVAL 'VILLAGE' Brookendgreen 15228 | POLISHED STONE AXE
3566 | EARTHWORKS N of Grange Farm 15294 | MED & PMED ACTIVITY, NW of BartorrLe-Clay
5020 'ROMAN ROAD', Viatores no. 170b 15316 | CROPMARKS, E. of Bartote-clay
5196 | RIDGE & FURROW 15863 | MEDIEVAL POTTERY, S of Barton Cemetery
5196 | RIDGE & FURROW 16084 | MED POT + PMED FINDS, Allotments, Mill Lane
5196 | RIDGE & FURROW 16166 | MED + PMED FINDS, Grange Farm Barton
7998 | IRON AGE POTTERY 16246 | NEOLITHIC/BRONZE AGE FLINT SCATTER, S of
8342 ROAD from New Inn to Higham Barton village
8853 ST NICHOLAS' PARISH CHURCHYARD 16247 | NEOLITHIC/BRONZE AGE FLINT SCATTER, N of
9252 | EXTENSION TO ST NICHOLAS' CHURCHYARD Lilley Road
9270 BARTON-IN-THE-CLAY AIRFIELD 16653 | CROPMARKS, NW of Brook End Green Farm
9350 IRON AGE POTTERY 16654 | CROPMARK, NE of Faldo Farm
9352 IRON AGE & ROMAN OCCUPATION 16707 | CROPMARKS, N of Barton village
9353 IRON AGE POTTERY & QUERN 16984 | RING DITCH, E of Streatley
9354 IRON AGE/ROMAN/SAXON POTTERY 17011 | BROOK END GREEN MEDIEVAL SETTLEMENT
9355 IRON AGE OCCUPATION 17012 | BARTON MEDIEVAL VILLAGE
9356 MEDIEVAL OCCUPATION NW of Grange Farm 17722 | NEOLITHIC/BRONZE AGE/ROMAN FINDS, East of
9357 | CHALK PIT Top Farm

17788 | IA, RB, MED, PMED FINDS, N of Sharpenhoe Road
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Figures 4A & 4R HistoricEnvironment

Barton-le-Clay
4) Historic Map A

5020

l
N

|:| Parish Boundary
Listed Building
[ Listed Building
[:] Scheduled Monument
[] Conservation Area
=== QOther Features in the
[] Historic Environment Record

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024.
Ordnance Survey AC0000852133.
Barton-le-Clay Parish Council

Source and © Central Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record

Last updated: 20/12/2024

16984
17722

10197,

0 500 1000 m
[ I




Barton-le-Clay
4) Historic Map B

D Parish Boundary
[7] Scheduled Monument

[] Conservation Area

® Other Features in the

Historic Environment Record
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024.

Ordnance Survey AC0000852133.
Barton-le-Clay Parish Council

Source and © Central Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record

Last updated: 20/12/2024

=

27 &, s
163 10243 .
@ O,

88
014

Barton Hills

21121

21106

34




Figures4A and Bdemonstratehuman settlement and usim Bartonle-Clay parishlating far back

into pre-history. Neolithic (10,000BL£500BC) and Bronze Age (3,30dBZDOBC) finds occur on the
plateau at the top of the chalk escarpment in the south of the parish, as do numerous scattered
chalk pits and quarries.

The light soils of the chalk downland areas were cleared for agriculture during the Neolithic
period. The prominent open landscape of the chalk escarpment became a favoured location for
the construction of burial mounds in the later Neolithic and Bronze Age, highly visible on the crest
of the scarp. A good example of this & Knocking Hoe, east of Pegsddrhe Icknield Way was an
important prehistoric communication rout@nd now an important modern recreational routé)

forms the county boundary along the southern edge of Shillington parish.

During the Iron Agdillforts were also constructedSharpenhoe Clappers (a scheduled monument)
defends the promontory south of Sharpenhoe villagkile Ravensburgh Castle, though just beyond
the county boundary in Hertfordshire, occupies a prominent position within the visible landscape,
commanding the scarp slopes sotghst of Barton.Barton Hills also has apen chalk pitthe

result of quarrying anéxposing the geology of the reserve which is integral to its varied habitats
and speciesVarious other pits remain where chalk was quarried across this part of the landscape.

Moving forward in time, there isvédence of use and occupation from the Iron Age (1,2668EBC),
Roman (27B@76AD) and Medieval (5ab00AD) periodswhichtends to occur on the flatter land
to the north of the foot of the escarpment.

As well as the castle earthworks, Ravensburghalsasciated strip lynchets (an ancient field system
forming terraces tareate flatter areas anthaximise land for agriculture). Part of this site is now a
County Wildlife Site due to the chalk grassland species which grow here, having survived because the
historic environment protection has helped ensure suitable conditions remain. This illsstrate

perfectly the importance of the historic environment to Gl in addition to the protection of these
remains fa their own sake.

The settlement itself is entioned in Domesday Boqk086) andtherefore has existed since at least

1066(when land was recorded)lhe villagdormed around ahistoric core including the Manor,
whichhasaneastwest axis focused oManor Rad and the High Street, meeting a nogthuth

section focused oManor Pad Would have been focused on mill, church and the fresh water

coming fromthe chalk springg. & b A OK2f I 4aQ / KdzNOK"Céntugy, a2 y & 0 NHzO( S R
subsequently modified througtine 14" and 15" centuiesand beyond.Moated sites are a feature

of the clay vale, existing at botraldo Farm and Grange Farm.

The area around thBarton $ringsalsoincludes the remnants of a water supply system which used

to feed a series of watercress beds, once an important local enterpFise.Historic Environment

Recordrecords evidence of watercress beds adjacent to the stream on the eastern side of the village

(it does not record evidence of the former beds at Barton springs, but these have been documented
elsewhere and it is still possible to make out their formhe illustration below (taken from

Bleanings Revisité€lz h Q5Stf X mMdprcy aK2ga (GKS g §SNONBaa o
locality of the springs.
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Water Cress Beds, Barton Springs.

Agricultural land to the north and south of the escarpment was mostly in openciigtisation,

enclosed by regular boundaries in the laté"arly 19" century. Ordnance Survey maps show the

f 20 042y RENBEGW@SING Bfidléwky 25 in the south of the parish. The dead remains

of a single Elm tree were thought to have been at this location in the 1980s. This tree was struck by
lightning on several occasions before succumbing at some point in th€dstury. Bridleway 25

was formerly a Turnpike Trust road of 172832, and the tree was thought to be pfairnpike and

over 200 years old (Bartde-Clay History Society, personal communication). The location is also the
former boundary between Barton and Streatley parishes, and the Enclosure Map of 1828 has a
O2NNBaLRYyRAYy3I NBFSNBYyOS (2 awSNByYeQa ! ONB¢ o

4.1 Historic EnvironmenPolicy Recommendations

1 Ensure ay development located on or affecting sites identified in the Historic Environment
Record ensure these assets are conserved and where appropriate intefaresds
providedi 2 NI} A&S gl NBySaa 2F (KS LI NRAKQA NAOK
1 Ensure any tree/hedge planting does not negatively impact sites or features of
archaeological interest
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5. Access, Open Space and Recreation:

The map Figure § shows the positions of open spaces within the paiaibliclyaccessible places
are those shaded in dark green. The rights of way are marked on the map as they are key to
providing access to open spaces as well as providing recreation (and utility) opportunities in their
own right. The A6 dual carriageway is a significant barrier to access, largely cutting the village off
from the countryside to the west, with the exception of a small number of crossing foitisig
GKIFG 2yS 2F ( k®ssifg ofittie rokdyvithyb titaffidchidird? @a@sing and within the
National Speed Limit)

5.1 Quantity of Greenspace

AsFigure 5 illustratesthere is a reasonable number of greenspaces across the village, many of

which are accessible. However, the proportion of these that is of what could be considered a

WYdzal 6f SQ aAl S Aa avlrftfts gAGK Ylye oStlefd SSNBE aYl
engage people performing an important function for the visible aesthetic at times, but not meeting

access needs. Aable5 below showspnly 7 out of 23accessible greenspaces aieove 0.5haand

would be considered uiINJ b | G dzNJ £ 9y 3f | yRQa W!' bD{i{iQ aidl yRINR
above 2hain size.

Additionally, there is very littlaccessible greenspace to the north, west and east of the village, and
the impact of this on access to greenspace is explored below.

¢tKS /SYiNIt .SRT2NRAKANB [SA&dzNBE {GNFGS3e& O6wHnmnu
which looks at provision across a typology, from the largest (Countryside RecreationoSitesh

smaller ones.Table 6below summarises the Leisure Strategy analysis of green spaces within the
parish.
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Figure 5¢ Access, Open Space & Recreation
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Table5 ¢ Open Spaces

Number | Name Publicly accessible| Area (Hectares)
1 Barton Quarry CWS No 12.45
2 Barton Pit CWS Yes 1.99
3 Barton Hills SSSI Yes 44.18
3b Barton Hills CWS (areas 3 plus 3b) No 48.26
4 Barton Gravel Pits CWS Yes 1.37
5 Barton Scrubby Grasslands CWS No 4.79
6 Bartortle-Clay Burial Ground Yes 0.88
7 St Nicholas Church Cemetery Yes 0.27
8 Arnold Recreation Ground and Tennis Coy Yes 3.60
9 Community Garden Yes 0.14
10 Bartontle-Clay Allotments No 1.80
11 Arnold Middle School Playing Field No 1.88
12 Ramsey Manor Lower School Playing Fiel( No 0.55
13 Luton Road Sports Field No 7.41
l4a Barton Rovers Football Club No 0.87
14b Barton Rovers Football Club Training pitch No 0.47
15 Bartonle-Clay Bowling Club No 0.15
16 FormerOrchard No 0.36
17 Lime Close Amenity Space Yes 0.29
18 Norman Road/Cromwell Avenue Play Areg Yes 0.19
19 Orchard School Playing Field No 0.37
20 Saxon Crescent Amenity Space Yes 0.23
21 HighamGobion Road Greenspace Yes 0.09
22 Woodland north of Faldo Farm (Higgins Yes 3.04
Wood)
23 Hanover Place Greenspace Yes 0.30
24 Simpkins Drive Greenspace Yes 0.07
25 Greenspace between Burr Close and Ashl] Yes 0.09
Drive
26 Stream corridoadjacent to A6 Yes 1.39
27 . SSOKSYySNIna { LA yySe|No (Publicfootpath| 1.44
adjacent)
28 Pasture to North oRamsey Manor School | No (Public footpath 0.23
along edge)
29 Lively Land No 0.57
30 Grange Close Greenspace and Green Yes 0.14
Corridor
31 Meadhook Drive Greenspace Yes 0.04
32 Franklin Avenue Greenspace Yes 0.20
33 Manor Farm Close Greenspace Yes 0.05
34 Arnold Close Greenspace Yes 0.14
35 Dunstall Road Greenspace Yes 0.17
36 War Memorial Yes 0.07
37 Land adjacent t&harpenhoe Road No 0.23
38 Nicholls Close Greenspace Yes 0.03
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Table 6¢ CBC Leisure Strategy analysis of greenspaces in Barton Parish

Typology Element Provision Notes

Countryside Recreation Sites| Sufficient provision Catered for by Sundon Hills C
Urban Parks No existing provision

Large Formal Recreation Areqg Some deficiencies Gaps in provision to north ang

south. Existing site above the
guality standard.

Large Informal Recreation Some deficiencies Informal recreation areas
Areas serve residents in the west an
the east.
Small Amenity Spaces Plenty in central, west and Recreation Ground makes up
east Barton for some of the deficits
Play Areas Good distribution
Allotments One small but well tended sitg Existing site higher than

guality standard. Low waiting
list (at timeof study).

5.2Natural England (B Capacity Standard

NE recommend a minimum 8ha of accessible green space per 1000 populatidine population
of Bartontle-Clay is 4,941 (2021 Census) and theref@ts8ha is required

58.9%ha of accessible green space is estimated to exist in the parish as a whole.

However 49.21haof this total is outside of the village envelope. Although parts of sites such as
Barton Hills and Barton Pit are in close proximity to the urban area, the former especially has
significant gradients and uneven surfaces making access difficult for nreapieplt is also

important to recognise the impacts of recreational activity on sites that are ecologically sensitive,
and the Central Bedfordshire Green and Blue Infrastructure Plan (2022) highlights the need to
balance recreational useith biodiversity.

This leavequst9.72ha2 ¥ | O0SaaAi ot S IANBSyYaLl & 5hashorfanis 0 KS OA
target.

5.3 Accessibility of Greenspace

The methodology for assessing accessibility of green spaces within alpagksl plan has recently

been updated to utilise accessibility mapping from the Natural England Green Infrastructure
Framework ihapping tool launched i8023) which provides a more sophisticated mechanism for
assessing the provision of accessible green spaces in any one area, but also allows this to be carried
out alongside an assessment of Public Right of Way provision.

¢KS b9 DL CNIYSg2N] VYILaA Fff arAdsSa O2yaARSNBR Wi
considered too small to be functionally usefat)d assesses them against a typology within the
Y1 00SaaroftS bliadz2NIt DNBSyaLl OS {iGFyRFNRQ 2N W! brC
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The Framework does not account for gradients, nor for other potential barriers to accessibility such

as a lack of suitable road crossings or safe routes. More detailed analysis would be required to
further explore the situation.

Fig B Accessible Green Infrastructure as mapped by Natural England

AD

MO8

peoY §

509184 230819

o

© Natural England 2021, reproduced with the permission of Natural England.
Contains, or is derived from, information supplied by Ordnance Survey. © Crown copyright and database rights 2021.
Ordnance Survey 100022021.
Map colors based on ColorBrewer, by Cynthia A. Brewer, Penn State

LG aK2dzZ R 0SS y2GSR GKIFIG GKA& YIFILIWLAY3I Aa adAtt Ay
some sites are not mapped by NE buvédeenmapped by the BRMC as accessible in Figure 5

(Barton PitLovers Walk, other woddnd, several smaller sites in north of village, sports pit¢hes

GKAES 20KSNBE KI @S 0SSy YI LILISR 0 &hakpit, fbotball W OOS & & A G
ground). Further analysis suggeststifat3 A YLJ OGa 2y WOF GOKYSYydQ YI LILA
the maps still provide a good illustration of general accessibility.

A series of mapareLINE RdzOSR Af f dZAGNF GAy 3 O NR2dza WOF GOKYSY
0 KSAN WI ©@Beasurk of physical préximity. It should be noted that this does not take
into account how easy it is to cover this distance, possible physical barriers (e.g. roads, railways) nor
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gradients. These are all relevant in the context of Barton padsk. S RAFFSNBy i WOl G OKY
GKS RAFTFSNBYG GASNER Ay bl ddzNFf 9y3afl yaR@toutW! O0S &3
in Table 7below:

Level Standard (maximum distance anyone should
be living from a greerspace of stated size)

Doorstep Within 200mof &0.5hagreen space

Local Within 300mof a2hagreen space

Neighbourhood Within 1km of al0hagreen space

Wider Neighbourhood Within 2km of a20ha green space

District Within 5km of a100hagreen space

SubRegional Within 10kmof a500hagreen space

Note not all levels are possible to deliver within a single parish, higher levels are intended to guide
strategic greenspace provision by district/unitary authorities. Therefore the CBC L$irtegy

also needs to be taken into accour®.2 NJ 4 KS LJzN1J32asS 2F (KA&a DL tflysx
have been considered as these are most appropriate to a village setting, and to ensure consistency
between this GI Plan and others carried out at the parish level in Central Bedfordshire (where a

300m radius has been used as a measure of baseline accessibility). Assessment against the other

levels is included iAppendix2.

Figure 5bs a composite map illustrating coverage at the Doorstep and Local Level combined.

Figure 5bc ANGSt Doorstep Standard (0.5ha within 200m) and Local Standard (2ha within 300m)

1 Road
"

© Natural England 2021, reproduced with the permission of Natural England.
Contains, or is derived from, information supplied by Ordnance Survey. © Crown copyright and database rights 2021.
Ordnance Survey 100022021.
Map colors based on ColorBrewer, by Cynthia A. Brewer, Penn State
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AsFigure5la K2 643 2yfe F aYlfft LINRPLENIA2Y 2F GKS OAftl

smallest sitegup to 2ha)considered under the FrameworHRhe areas to the north, east and west

are all lacking in accessible natural greenspddss effect will be compounded by the fact that

those spaces on the chalk escarpment (e.g. Barton Hills) and are not easy to access for anyone with
any form of mobility impairment, or those with pushchairs.

It should also be highlighted that Barton Hills is a National Nature Reserve/SSSI, and while access is
permitted, large numbers cannot be absorbed without a detrimental effect on the flora and fauna.

As noted above, accessibility should be considered more broadly than just through distances and site
WOl 6OKYSyGaqQo ¢ KS PuBligRighis & B/ayNghiorkl{RIRbVY) shibidd alzotoe G K S
considered.

It is therefore concluded that while Bartda-Clay has some large, attractive and accessible
greenspaces on its doorstep, overall provision is poor when size, accessibility, quality and function
are taken into accountlt is therefore vital that new, attractive greenspaces are created to support

the existing population./ 2 YO AY SR 6AGK (G(KS ySSR (2 ONBIGS Y2NB

identified in the Biodiversity chapter, there is a very clear case for increasing provision in Barton
parish. This wouldot only improve quality of life for more local people, but would contribute to

wider objectives around nature recovery, climate change, tranquillity and pollution mitigation /
amelioration. This is also consistent with the Central Bedfordshire Green and Blue Infrastructure
tfry W{GNIGS3IAO hLILRNIdzyAdGe ! NBI oY Hn aAydzi$
compact, walkable and wild neighbourhoods.

5.4 Quality of Green Spaces

A specifiassessment of quality of green spaces has not been carried out as part of this Plan. This
would be a significant undertaking in its own right. The NE GI Framework recommends using the
Green Flag criteria alongside best practice in accessibility stan(Bydsl Reasonable Meand).is
recommended that an additional Greenspace Quality Assessment is carried out.

5.5Access Routes

The parish has a reasonable coverage of Public Footpaths, but poorer coverage of Public Bridleways,
for which thenetwork is very fragmented. There are several areas where the status of a route
changes, therefore meaning that horse riders and cyclists cannot (legally) use a route in its entirety,
while there are other bridleways (e.g. those north of Hexton Road)dtogt in the middle of

nowhere.

N>

blFddzN» £ 9y3flyRQA DL al LIWAy3 | faz2 AyOfdzRSa t dzof A
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Figure 5a Rights of Way Density Mapping
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Areas in the nortkeast and soutkwest of the parish have the lowest density. The areas of highest
density are in the soutieast of the parish (dominated by Barton Hills and the chalk escarpment, so
including routes with very steep gradients), the villsgelf and to the west/northwest. This is
consistent with the rights of way illustrated kigure 5

While RoW density is a useful general measure it does not take severance into account. In Barton

parish severance is caused primarily by the A6, which can only be safely and confidently crossed by

0KS YIFI22NARGe 2F LIS2LX S dwAyHIKER) WKIONBRYRSS OQORER S
but the A6 is a dual carriageway with National Speed landttherefore an extremely daunting road

to cross for many. This not only restricts access to the wider RoW network and green spaces to the

west, but al® means that it is safest and easiest for residents to access the Olde Mill Shopping

Village by car, when actual distances involved are achievable for many by bicycle or on foot.

The Hexton Road also creates severance in the network, although the fact that any bridleways to the
north are dead ends means that this is less of an issue currently.

In addition to the Public Rights of Way network are permissive routes, where a landowner permits
access in addition to the RoW network. Agreements can be with the local authority or more

informal, and while these form extremely valuable links in the nekiybelping provide access

GKSNBE 20KSNB»AaAS A0 AayQld LRaarofsS olFlyR KSfLAYS3
mapped as many can (in theory) be withdrawn at any point. However, the good will of land owners

in providing this access is to beted, and where possible encouraged further.

ny
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The following Lordpistance Trails pass through the parish:

91 Icknield WayPath¢ 110 mile trail following ancient trackways between the Ridgeway at
Ivinghoe Beacon and the Peddars Way near Thetford in Norfolk.

1 TheJohnBunyan Trdi¢ 86 mile circular route through Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire,
RSRAOIFIGSR G2 GKS YSY2NER 2F W2KYy .dzyélys | dziK

The Chiltern Cycleway a 170 mile circular route and passes through the parish twice, with one part

of the route utilising SHarpenhoe Road, the High Street and the Higham Gobion Road, while another
follows theLilley ®ad along the northern edge of the parish, and links to public bridleways adjoining
Barton Hills and Barton PiThere is also a cycleway adjacent to the A6, but this route is harrow and
R2S& y2G YSSG OdaNNBy(d adl yRI NRAaKM t {t §WNEh fpaily/ (AT A &
alink between the Greensand Cycleway and the Chiltern Cycleway.

5.6 Considering access routes and green spaces together

Figure & Combined Greenspace and Public Right of Way Inequalities
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Figure5dillustrates combined effect of greenspace accessibility alonggjties of waynetwork
density, and reinforces conclusions abavie southern part of the parish is well provided for, but
the northern pat (including the vast majority of the village) is not.

5.7Local Green Space Assessment
An assessment of all the green spaces identified within the parish was carried out as part of the Gl
Plan. In Central Bedfordshire, Neighbourhood Plans are the key mechanism for designating sites as
Local Green Space, a designation introduced througiNtit@onal Planning Policy Framework
ONBOAASR HnamyO a al gFeé& (2 LINRPOGARS ALISOALf LINERI
LI NOAOdzf I NJ AYLRNIFYOS G2 201t O02YYdzyAGASa¢ d ¢ K
1 Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves
1 Where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a
9 particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance,
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1 recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife
1 Where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

Therefore the Gl Placommendssites for this designation following this assessment process,
which follows a methodology developed by local organisations with Central Bedfordshire Council,
and is based on the Government criteria. It provides the Neighbourhood Plan with full dethils an
justification for these recommendations. This is containedppendix3. It should be noted that
landowners have not been consulted at this stage, but it is recommended that they are engaged
before the candidate sitesra takenforward within the Neighbourhood PlarThe sites

recommended as potential candidates for the Local Green Space designation through the
Neighbourhood Plan arésted inTable8 andillustratedin Figure5e below:

Table8: Candidate Local Green Spaces

Number | Name

1 Barton Quarry CWS

2 Barton Pit CWS

8 Arnold Recreation Ground and Tennis Courts
9 Community Garden

10 Bartontle-Clay Allotments

11 Arnold Middle School Playing Field

12 Ramsey Manor Lower School Playing Field
13 Luton Road Sportsield

l4a Barton Rovers Football Club

14b Barton Rovers Football Club Training pitch
15 Bartonle-Clay Bowling Club

17 Lime Close Amenity Space

18 Norman Road/Cromwell Avenue Play Area
19 Orchard School Playing Field

20 Saxon Crescent AmeniBpace

21 Higham Gobion Road Greenspace

23 Hanover Place Greenspace

24 Simpkins Drive Greenspace

25 Greenspace between Burr Close and Ashby Drive
26 Stream corridor adjacent to A6

27 . SSOKSYSNRna {LAyySe
28 Pasture to North oRamsey Manor School
29 Lively Land

30 Grange Close Greenspace and Green Corridor
32 Franklin Avenue Greenspace

33 Manor Farm Close Greenspace

34 Arnold Close Greenspace

35 Dunstall Road Greenspace

36 War Memorial

37 Land adjacent t&harpenhoe Road

38 Nicholls Close Grespace
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Figure 5e; Candidate Local Green Spaces
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